§3550.102

section 504(a) of title V of the Housing
Act of 1949, as amended. Section 504
loans and grants are intended to help
very low-income owner-occupants in
rural areas repair their properties. This
subpart also covers Water and Waste
Disposal (WWD) Grants to individuals
authorized by Section 306C(b) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, (7 U.S.C. 1926c).

[61 FR 59779, Nov. 22, 1996, as amended at 67
FR 78331, Dec. 24, 2002]

§3550.102 Grant and loan purposes.

(a) Grant funds. Grant funds may be
used only to pay costs for repairs and
improvements that will remove identi-
fied health and safety hazards or to re-
pair or remodel dwellings to make
them accessible and useable for house-
hold members with disabilities. Unused
grant funds must be returned to the
Rural Housing Service (RHS).

(b) Loan funds. Loan funds may be
used to make general repairs and im-
provements to properties or to remove
health and safety hazards, as long as
the dwelling remains modest in size
and design.

(c) Eligibility of mobile and manufac-
tured homes. Repairs necessary to re-
move health and safety hazards may be
made to mobile or manufactured
homes provided:

(1) The applicant owns the home and
site and has occupied the home prior to
filing an application with RHS; and

(2) The mobile or manufactured home
is on a permanent foundation or will be
put on a permanent foundation with
section 504 funds.

(d) Eligible costs. In addition to con-
struction costs to make necessary re-
pairs and improvements, loan and
grant funds may be used for:

(1) Reasonable expenses related to ob-
taining the loan or grant, including
legal, architectural and engineering,
title clearance, and loan closing fees;
and appraisal, surveying, environ-
mental, tax monitoring, and other
technical services.

(2) The cost of providing special de-
sign features or equipment when nec-
essary because of a physical disability
of the applicant or a member of the
household.

(3) Reasonable connection fees, as-
sessments, or the pro rata installation
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costs for utilities such as water, sewer,
electricity, and gas for which the bor-
rower is liable and which are not paid
from other funds.

(4) Real estate taxes that are due and
payable on the property at the time of
closing and for the establishment of es-
crow accounts for real estate taxes,
hazard and flood insurance premiums,
and related costs.

(5) Fees to public and private non-
profit organizations that are tax ex-
empt under the Internal Revenue Code
for the development and packaging of
applications.

(e) Restrictions on uses of loan or grant
funds. Section 504 funds may not be
used to:

(1) Assist in the construction of a
new dwelling.

(2) Make repairs to a dwelling in such
poor condition that when the repairs
are completed, the dwelling will con-
tinue to have major hazards.

(3) Move a mobile home or manufac-
tured home from one site to another.

(4) Pay for off-site improvements ex-
cept for the necessary installation and
assessment costs for utilities.

(5) Refinance any debt or obligation
of the applicant incurred before the
date of application, except for the in-
stallation and assessment costs of util-
ities.

(6) Pay fees, commission, or charges
to for-profit entities related to loan
packaging or referral of prospective ap-
plicants to RHS.

§3550.103 Eligibility requirements.

To be eligible, applicants must meet
the following requirements:

(a) Owner-occupant. Applicants must
own, as described in §3550.107, and oc-
cupy the dwelling.

(b) Age (grant only). To be eligible for
grant assistance, an applicant must be
62 years of age or older at the time of
application.

(c) Income eligibility. At the time of
loan or grant approval, the household’s
adjusted income must not exceed the
applicable very low-income limit. Sec-
tion 3550.54 provides a detailed discus-
sion of the calculation of adjusted in-
come.

(d) Citizenship status. The applicant
must be a U.S. citizen or a non-citizen
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