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hours after receipt. Facilities shall be
provided to wash, sanitize and store
cans and equipment used in the oper-
ation. The cream should not be more
than 4 days old when picked up for de-
livery to the processing plant.

(c)(1) Transporting milk or cream. Vehi-
cles used for the transportation of can
milk or cream shall be of the enclosed
type, constructed and operated to pro-
tect the product from extreme tem-
perature, dust, or other adverse condi-
tions and they shall be kept clean.
Decking boards or racks shall be pro-
vided where more than one tier of cans
is carried. Cans or vehicles used for the
transportation of milk from the farm
to the plant shall not be used for trans-
porting skim milk, buttermilk, or
whey to producers.

(2) Transport tanks. The exterior shell
shall be clean and free from open seams
or cracks which would permit liquid to
enter the jacket. The interior shell
shall be stainless steel and so con-
structed that it will not buckle, sag or
prevent complete drainage. All product
contact surfaces shall be smooth, eas-
ily cleaned and maintained in good re-
pair. The pump and hose cabinet shall
be fully enclosed with tight fitting
doors and the inlet and outlet shall be
provided with dust covers to give ade-
quate protection from road dust. Tank
manholes should be equipped with an
adequate filtering system during load-
ing and unloading. New and replace-
ment transport tanks shall comply
with 3-A Sanitary Standards for Stain-
less Steel Automotive Milk and Milk
Products Transportation Tanks for
Bulk Delivery and/or Farm Pick-up
Service.

(3) Facilities for cleaning and sani-
tizing. Enclosed or covered facilities (as
climatic conditions require) shall be
available for washing and sanitizing of
transport tanks, piping, and acces-
sories, at central locations or at all
plants that receive or ship milk or
milk products in transport tanks.

(d) Transfer of milk to transport tank.
Milk shall be transferred under sani-
tary conditions from farm bulk tanks
through stainless steel piping or ap-
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proved tubing. The sanitary piping and
tubing shall be capped when not in use.

[40 FR 47911, Oct. 10, 1975. Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 67 FR 48975, July 29, 2002]

QUALITY SPECIFICATIONS FOR RAW MILK

§58.132 Basis for classification.

The quality classification of raw
milk for manufacturing purposes from
each producer shall be based on an
organoleptic examination for appear-
ance and odor, a drug residue test, and
quality control tests for sediment con-
tent, bacterial estimate and somatic
cell count. All milk received from pro-
ducers shall not exceed the Food and
Drug Administration’s established lim-
its for pesticide, herbicide and drug
residues. Producers shall be promptly
notified of any shipment or portion
thereof of their milk that fails to meet
any of these quality specifications.

[58 FR 26912, May 6, 1993]

§58.133 Methods for quality
wholesomeness determination.

(a) Appearance and odor. The appear-
ance of acceptable raw milk shall be
normal and free of excessive coarse
sediment when examined visually or by
an acceptable test procedure. The milk
shall not show any abnormal condition
(including, but not limited to, curdled,
ropy, bloody or mastitic condition), as
indicated by sight or other test proce-
dures. The odor shall be fresh and
sweet. The milk shall be free from ob-
jectionable feed and other off-odors
that adversely affect the finished prod-
uct.

(b) Somatic cell count. (1) A laboratory
examination to determine the level of
somatic cells shall be made at least
four times in each 6-month period at ir-
regular intervals on milk received from
each patron.

(2) A screening test may be con-
ducted on goat herd milk. When a goat
herd screening sample test exceeds ei-
ther of the following results, a confirm-
atory test identified in paragraph (b)(3)
of this section shall be conducted.

(3) Milk shall be tested for somatic
cell content by using one of the fol-
lowing procedures or by any other
method approved by Standard Methods

and
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for the Examination of Dairy Products
(confirmatory test for somatic cells in

goat milk):
(i) Direct Microscopic Somatic Cell
Count (Single Strip Procedure).

Pyronin Y-methyl green stain or ““New
York’ modification shall be used as
the confirmatory test for goat’s milk.

(ii) Electronic Somatic Cell Count
(particle counter).

(iii) Electronic Somatic Cell Count
(fluorescent dye).

(4) The somatic cell test identified in
paragraph (b)(3) of this section shall be
considered as the official results.

(5) Whenever the official test indi-
cates the presence of more than 750,000
somatic cells per ml. (1,000,000 per ml.
for goat milk), the following proce-
dures shall be applied:

(i) The producer shall be notified
with a warning of the excessive so-
matic cell count.

(ii) Whenever two out of the last four
consecutive somatic cell counts exceed
750,000 per ml. (1,000,000 per ml. for goat
milk), the appropriate State regulatory
authority shall be notified and a writ-
ten notice given to the producer. This
notice shall be in effect as long as two
of the last four consecutive samples ex-
ceed 750,000 per ml. (1,000,000 per ml. for
goat milk).

(6) An additional sample shall be
taken after a lapse of 3 days but within
21 days of the notice required in para-
graph (b)(5)(ii) of this section. If this
sample also exceeds 750,000 per ml.
(1,000,000 per ml. for goat milk), subse-
quent milkings shall not be accepted
for market until satisfactory compli-
ance is obtained. Shipment may be re-
sumed and a temporary status assigned
to the producer by the appropriate
State regulatory agency when an addi-
tional sample of herd milk is tested
and found satisfactory. The producer
may be assigned a full reinstatement
status when three out of four consecu-
tive somatic cell count tests do not ex-
ceed 750,000 per ml. (1,000,000 per ml. for
goat milk). The samples shall be taken
at a rate of not more than two per
week on separate days within a 3-week
period.

(c) Drug residue level. (1) USDA-ap-
proved plants shall not accept for proc-
essing any milk testing positive for
drug residue. All milk received at
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USDA-approved plants shall be sam-
pled and tested prior to processing for
beta lactam drug residue. When di-
rected by the regulatory agency, addi-
tional testing for other drug residues
shall be performed. Samples shall be
analyzed for beta lactams and other
drug residues by methods that have
been independently evaluated or evalu-
ated by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) and that have been accept-
ed by the (FDA) as effective to detect
drug residues at current safe or toler-
ance levels. Safe and tolerance levels
for particular drugs are established by
the FDA and can be obtained from the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nu-
trition, 200 C Street SW., Washington,
DC 20204.

(2) Individual producer milk samples
for beta lactam drug residue testing
shall be obtained from each milk ship-
ment as follows:

(i) Milk in farm bulk tanks. A sample
shall be taken at each farm and shall
include milk from each farm bulk
tank.

(ii) Milk in cans. A sample shall be
formed separately at the receiving
plant for each can milk producer in-
cluded in a delivery, and shall be rep-
resentative of all milk received from
the producer.

(3) Load milk samples for beta
lactam drug residue testing shall be ob-
tained from each milk shipment as fol-
lows:

(1) Milk in bulk milk pickup tankers. A
sample shall be taken from the bulk
milk pickup tanker after its arrival at
the plant and prior to further commin-
gling.

(i) Milk in cans. A sample rep-
resenting all of the milk received on a
shipment shall be formed at the plant,
using a sampling procedure that in-
cludes milk from every can on the ve-
hicle.

(4) Follow-up to positive-testing sam-
ples. (i) When a load sample tests posi-
tive for drug residue, the appropriate
State regulatory agency shall be noti-
fied immediately of the positive test
result and of the intended disposition
of the shipment of milk containing the
drug residue.

(ii) Each individual producer sample
represented in the positive-testing load
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sample shall be singly tested to deter-
mine the producer of the milk sample
testing positive for drug residue. lden-
tification of the producer responsible
for producing the milk testing positive
for drug residue, and details of the
final disposition of the shipment of
milk containing the drug residue, shall
be reported immediately to the appro-
priate agency.

(iii) Milk shipment from the producer
identified as the source of milk testing
positive for drug residue shall cease
immediately and may resume only
after a sample from a subsequent milk-
ing does not test positive for drug res-
idue.

[50 FR 34672, Aug. 27, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 26912, May 6, 1993; 67 FR 48975, July 29,
2002]

§58.134 Sediment content.

(a) Method of testing. Methods for de-
termining the sediment content of the
milk of individual producers shall be
those described in the latest edition of
Standard Methods for the Examination
of Dairy Products. Sediment content
shall be based on comparison with ap-
plicable charts of the United States
Sediment Standards for Milk and Milk
Products, available from USDA, AMS,
Dairy Programs, Dairy Standardiza-
tion Branch.

(b) Sediment content classification.
Milk shall be classified for sediment
content, regardless of the results of the
appearance and odor examination re-
quired in §58.133(a), as follows:

USDA SEDIMENT STANDARD

No. 1 (acceptable)—not to exceed 0.50 mg.
or equivalent.

No. 2 (acceptable)—not to exceed 1.50 mg.
or equivalent.

No. 3 (probational, not over 10 days)—not
to exceed 2.50 mg. or equivalent.

No. 4 (reject)—over 2.50 mg. or equivalent.

(c) Frequency of tests. At least once
each month, at irregular intervals, the
milk from each producer shall be test-
ed as follows:

(1) Milk in cans. One or more cans of
milk selected at random from each pro-
ducer.

(2) Milk in farm bulk tanks. A sample
shall be taken from each farm bulk
tank.

(d) Acceptance or rejection of milk. If
the sediment disc is classified as No. 1,
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No. 2, or No. 3 the producer’s milk may
be accepted. If the sediment disc is
classified No. 4 the milk shall be re-
jected: Provided that, If the shipment of
milk is commingled with other milk in
a transport tank the next shipment
shall not be accepted until its quality
has been determined before being
picked up; however, if the person mak-
ing the test is unable to get to the
farm before the next shipment it may
be accepted but no further shipments
shall be accepted unless the milk
meets the requirements of No. 3 or bet-
ter. In the case of milk classified as No.
3 or No. 4, if in cans, all cans shall be
tested. Producers of No. 3 or No. 4 milk
(cans or bulk) shall be notified imme-
diately and shall be furnished applica-
ble sediment discs and the next ship-
ment shall be tested.

(e) Retests. On test of the next ship-

ment (if in cans, all cans shall be test-
ed) milk classified as No. 1, No. 2, or
No. 3 may be accepted, but No. 4 milk
shall be rejected. Retests of bulk milk
classified as No. 4 shall be made before
pickup. The producers of No. 3 or No. 4
milk shall be notified immediately,
furnished applicable sediment discs and
the next shipment tested.
This procedure of retesting successive ship-
ments and accepting probational (No. 3) milk
and rejecting No. 4 milk may be continued
for not more than 10 calendar days. If at the
end of this time all of the producer’s milk
does not meet the acceptable sediment con-
tent classification (No. 1 or No. 2), it shall be
rejected.

[40 FR 47911, Oct. 10, 1975, Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 50 FR 34673, Aug. 27, 1985; 67 FR 48975,
July 29, 2002]

§58.135 Bacterial estimate.

(a) Methods of Testing. Milk shall be
tested for bacterial estimate by using
one of the following methods or by any
other method approved by Standard
Methods for the Examination of Dairy
Products.

(1) Direct Microscopic clump count;

(2) Standard plate count;

(3) Plate loop count;

(4) Pectin gel plate count;

(5) Petrifilm aerobic count;

(6) Spiral plate count;

(7) Hydrophobic grid membrane filter
count;
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