Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA

944.700 Fresh prune import regulation.
AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 601-674.

EDITORIAL NOTE: After January 1, 1979, Im-
port regulations which are in effect for a
year or less, will not be carried in the Code
of Federal Regulations. For FEDERAL REG-
ISTER citations affecting these regulations,
see the List of CFR Sections Affected, which
appears in the Finding Aids section of the
printed volume and on GPO Access.

§944.28 Avocado Import Grade Regu-
lation.

(a) Pursuant to section 8e of the act
and Part 944-Fruits; Import Regula-
tions, the importation into the United
States of any avocados is prohibited on
and after May 28, 1985, unless such avo-
cados grade at least U.S. No. 2, as such
grade is defined in the United States
Standards for Florida Avocados (7 CFR
51.3050 through 51.3069). Such grade re-
quirement is the same as that specified
in §915.306 for avocados grown in South
Florida under M.O. 915 (7 CFR part 915).

(b) The Federal or Federal-State In-
spection Service, Fruit and Vegetable
Division, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice, United States Department of Agri-
culture, is designated as the govern-
ment inspection service for certifying
the grade, size, quality, and maturity
of avocados that are imported into the
United States. Inspection by the Fed-
eral or Federal-State Inspection Serv-
ice with evidence thereof in the form of
an official inspection certificate, issued
by the respective service, applicable to
the particular shipment of avocados, is
required on all imports. The inspection
and certification services will be avail-
able upon application in accordance
with the rules and regulations gov-
erning inspection and certification of
fresh fruits, vegetables, and other prod-
ucts (7 CFR part 51) and in accordance
with the regulations designating in-
spection services and procedure for ob-
taining inspection and certification (7
CFR 944.400).

(¢c) The term importation means re-
lease from custody of the United States
Customs Service. The term commercial
processing into products means the man-
ufacture of avocado product which is
preserved by any recognized commer-
cial process, including canning, freez-
ing, dehydrating, drying, the addition

§944.31

of chemical substances,
mentation.

(d) Any person may import up to 55
pounds of avocados exempt from the re-
quirements specified in this section.

(e) Any lot or portion thereof which
fails to meet the import requirements,
and is not being imported for purposes
of consumption by charitable institu-
tions, distribution by relief agencies,
seed, or commercial processing into
products; prior to or after recondi-
tioning may be exported or disposed of
under the supervision of the Federal or
Federal-State Inspection Service with
the costs of certifying the disposal of
such lot borne by the importer.

(f) The grade, size, and quality re-
quirements of this section shall not be
applicable to avocados imported for
consumption by charitable institu-
tions, distribution by relief agencies,
seed, or commercial processing into
products, but shall be subject to the
safeguard provisions contained in
§944.350.

[60 FR 21032, May 22, 1985, as amended at 58
FR 69185, Dec. 30, 1993]

or by fer-

§944.31 Avocado import maturity reg-
ulation.

(a) Pursuant to section 8e [7 U.S.C.
608e—1] of the Agricultural Marketing
Agreement Act of 1937, as amended [7
U.S.C 601-674], and Part 944—Fruits;
Import Regulations, the importation
into the United States of any avocados,
except the Hass, Fuerte, Zutano, and
Edranol varieties, is prohibited unless:

(1) Any portion of the skin of the in-
dividual avocados has changed to the
color normal for that fruit when ma-
ture for those varieties which normally
change color to any shade of red or
purple when mature, except for the
Linda variety; or

(2) Such avocados meet the minimum
weight or diameter requirements for
the Monday nearest each date speci-
fied, through the Sunday immediately
prior to the nearest Monday of the
specified date in the next column, for
each variety listed in the following
table I. Provided, that avocados may
not be handled prior to the earliest
date specified in column A of such
table for the respective variety; Pro-
vided further, There are no restrictions
on size or weight on or after the date
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