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§ 983.14 Handle. 
Handle means to engage in: 
(a) Receiving pistachios; 
(b) Hulling and drying pistachios; 
(c) Further preparing pistachios by 

sorting, sizing, shelling, roasting, 
cleaning, salting, and/or packaging for 
marketing in or transporting to any 
and all markets in the current of inter-
state or foreign commerce; and/or 

(d) Placing pistachios into the cur-
rent of commerce from within the pro-
duction area to points outside thereof: 
Provided, however, that transportation 
within the production area between 
handlers and from the orchard to the 
processing facility is not handling. 

§ 983.15 Handler. 
Handler means any person who han-

dles pistachios. 

§ 983.16 Inshell pistachios. 
Inshell pistachios means pistachios 

that have a shell that has not been re-
moved. 

§ 983.17 Inspector. 
Inspector means any inspector au-

thorized by the USDA to inspect pis-
tachios. 

§ 983.18 Lot. 
Lot means any quantity of pistachios 

that is submitted for testing purposes 
under this part. 

§ 983.19 Minimum quality require-
ments. 

Minimum quality requirements are per-
missible maximum defects and min-
imum size levels for inshell pistachios 
and kernels specified in § 983.39. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 69141, Dec. 
7, 2007, § 983.19 was suspended, effective De-
cember 10, 2007. 

§ 983.20 Minimum quality certificate. 
Minimum quality certificate is a certifi-

cate issued by the USDA or Federal/ 
State Inspection Service. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 69141, Dec. 
7, 2007, § 983.20 was suspended, effective De-
cember 10, 2007. 

§ 983.21 Part and subpart. 
Part means the order regulating the 

handling of pistachios grown in the 

State of California, and all rules, regu-
lations and supplementary orders 
issued there under. The aforesaid order 
regulating the handling of pistachios 
grown in California shall be a subpart 
of such part. 

§ 983.22 Person. 

Person means an individual, partner-
ship, limited liability corporation, cor-
poration, trust, association, or any 
other business unit. 

§ 983.23 Pistachios. 

Pistachios means the nuts of the pis-
tachio tree of the genus Pistacia vera 
grown in the production area whether 
inshell or shelled. 

§ 983.24 Processing. 

Processing means hulling and drying 
pistachios in preparation for market. 

§ 983.25 Producer. 

Producer means any person engaged 
within the production area in a propri-
etary capacity in the production of pis-
tachios for sale. 

§ 983.26 Production area. 

Production area means the State of 
California. 

§ 983.27 Production year. 

Production year is synonymous with 
‘‘fiscal period’’ and means the period 
beginning on September 1 and ending 
on August 31 of each year or such other 
period as may be recommended by the 
committee and approved by the Sec-
retary. Pistachios harvested and re-
ceived in August of any year shall be 
applied to the subsequent production 
year for marketing order purposes. 

§ 983.28 Proprietary capacity. 

Proprietary capacity means the capac-
ity or interest of a producer or handler 
that, either directly or through one or 
more intermediaries, is a property 
owner together with all the appur-
tenant rights of an owner including the 
right to vote the interest in that ca-
pacity as an individual, a shareholder, 
member of a cooperative, partner, 
trustee or in any other capacity with 
respect to any other business unit. 
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