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authority, the claim will be forwarded,
with a recommendation, to the Office
of General Counsel, Central Office for
their review.

(f) Will appreciation or depreciation be
considered? Yes. Staff will consider ap-
preciation or depreciation of lost or
damaged property in settling a claim.

(g) If my claim is denied or I am dissat-
isfied with a settlement offer, what are my
options? If your claim is denied or you
are dissatisfied with a settlement offer,
you may request, in writing, that the
Bureau of Prisons reconsider your
claim in the administrative stage. You
should include additional evidence of
injury or loss to support your request
for reconsideration. If you are dissatis-
fied with the final agency action, you
may file suit in an appropriate U.S.
District Court as no further adminis-
trative action is available.

(h) What if I accept a settlement of my
claim? If you accept a settlement, you
give up your right to bring a lawsuit
against the United States or against
any employee of the government whose
action or lack of action gave rise to
your claim.

(i) How long will it take to get a re-
sponse? Generally, you will receive a
decision regarding your claim within
six months of when you properly file
the claim. If you have not received a
letter either proposing a settlement or
denying your claim within six months
after the date your claim was filed, you
may assume your claim is denied. You
may proceed to file a lawsuit in the ap-
propriate U.S. District Court.
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§544.20

§544.20 Purpose and scope.

The Bureau of Prisons offers inmates
the opportunity under its postsec-
ondary education program to partici-
pate in postsecondary education
courses (courses for -college credit
other than those courses which pertain
to occupational education programs)
which have been determined to be ap-
propriate in light of the institution’s
need for discipline, security, and good
order. Participation in postsecondary
education courses which are part of oc-
cupational education programs is gov-
erned by the provisions of the Bureau’s
occupational education program (see
subpart F of this part).

§544.21 Procedures.

(a) The Warden or designee must ap-
point a postsecondary education coor-
dinator (ordinarily an education staff
member) for the institution. The post-
secondary education coordinator is re-
sponsible for coordinating the institu-
tion’s postsecondary education pro-
gram.

(b) An inmate who wishes to partici-
pate in a postsecondary education
course must apply through the postsec-
ondary education coordinator. If the
postsecondary education coordinator
determines that the course is appro-
priate in light of the institution’s need
for discipline, security, and good order,
the inmate may enroll provided that:

(1) The inmate meets eligibility re-
quirements for the course which have
been set by the course provider,

(2) The inmate is responsible for pay-
ment of any tuition either through per-
sonal funds, community resources, or
scholarships available to the inmate,
and

(3) The unit team determines that
the course is appropriate for the in-
mate’s apparent needs.

Subpart D—Inmate Recreation
Programs

SOURCE: 58 FR 65850, Dec. 16, 1993, unless
otherwise noted.

§544.30 Purpose and scope.

The Bureau of Prisons encourages in-
mates to make constructive use of lei-
sure time and offers movies, games,

28 CFR Ch. V (7-1-08 Edition)

sports, social activities, arts and
hobbycrafts, wellness and other group
and individual activities.

§544.31 Definitions.

(a) Leisure activities are a wide range
of activities in which inmates may par-
ticipate when not performing assigned
duties. Leisure activities include par-
ticipation in organized and informal
games, sports, physical fitness, table
games, hobbycrafts, music programs,
intramural activities, social and cul-
tural organizations, movies, and stage
shows. Religious activities, psycho-
logical services, and education classes
are not included within this definition,
except when they are used specifically
to encourage knowledge, skills, and at-
titudes related to leisure activity in-
volvement.

(b) Organized activities are those ac-
tivities accounted for by registration
or roster of individual participants,
and occur at a scheduled time and
place.

(c) Art work includes all paintings
and sketches rendered in any of the
usual media (oils, pastels, crayons,
pencils, inks, and charcoal).

(d) Hobbycraft activities include ce-
ramics, leatherwork, models, clay, mo-

saics, crochet, knitting, sculptures,
woodworking, lapidary, and other
forms consistent with institution
guidelines.

(e) Inmate wellness program activities
include screening, assessments, goal
setting, fitness/nutrition prescriptions
and counseling.

§544.32 Goals.

The Warden is to ensure, to the ex-
tent possible, that leisure activities are
provided to meet social, physical, psy-
chological, and overall wellness needs
of inmates.

(a) Leisure activities are designed to
attract inmate participation regardless
of ethnic, racial, age, or sex difference,
or handicap considerations, and to en-
hance the potential for post-release in-
volvement.

(b) Leisure activities are designed to
ensure that an inmate with the need
has the opportunity to complete one or
more activities (see 28 CFR 544.81).
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