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§552.10 Purpose and scope.

In order to further the safe, secure,
and orderly running of its institutions,
the Bureau of Prisons conducts
searches of inmates and of inmate
housing and work areas to locate con-
traband and to deter its introduction
and movement. Staff shall employ the
least intrusive method of search prac-
ticable, as indicated by the type of con-
traband and the method of suspected
introduction.

§552.11 Searches of inmates.

(a) Electronic devices. Inspection of an
inmate using electronic devices (for ex-
ample, metal detector, or ion spec-
trometry device) does not require the
inmate to remove clothing. The inspec-
tion includes a search of the inmate’s
clothing and personal effects. Staff
may conduct an electronic device
search of an inmate on a routine or
random basis to control contraband.

(b) Pat Search. Inspection of an in-
mate using the hands does not require
the inmate to remove clothing. The in-
spection includes a search of the in-
mate’s clothing and personal effects.
Staff may conduct a pat search of an
inmate on a routine or random basis to
control contraband.
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(c) Visual search—a visual inspection
of all body surfaces and body cavities.

(1) Staff may conduct a visual search
where there is reasonable belief that
contraband may be concealed on the
person, or a good opportunity for con-
cealment has occured. For example,
placement in a special housing unit
(see 28 CFR part 541, subpart B), leav-
ing the institution, or re-entry into an
institution after contact with the pub-
lic (after a community trip, court
transfer, or after a ‘‘contact’ visit in a
visiting room) is sufficient to justify a
visual search. The visual search shall
be made in a manner designed to assure
as much privacy to the inmate as prac-
ticable.

(2) Staff of the same sex as the in-
mate shall make the search, except
where circumstances are such that
delay would mean the likely loss of
contraband. Where staff of the opposite
sex makes a visual search, staff shall
document the reasons for the opposite
sex search in the inmate’s central file.

(d) Digital or simple instrument
search—inspection for contraband or
any other foreign item in a body cavity
of an inmate by use of fingers or simple
instruments, such as an otoscope,
tongue blade, short nasal speculum,
and simple forceps. A digital or simple
instrument search may be conducted
only by designated qualified health
personnel (for example, physicians,
physician assistants, and nurses) upon
approval of the Warden or Acting War-
den and only if the Warden or Acting
Warden has reasonable belief that an
inmate is concealing contraband in or
on his person. If located, the contra-
band or foreign item may be removed
immediately by medical staff if such
removal can easily be effected by use of
fingers or the simple instruments re-
ferred to above. Staff shall document
all digital and simple instrument
searches and the reasons for the
searches in the inmate’s central file.

(1) Staff shall solicit the inmate’s
written consent prior to conducting a
digital or simple instrument search.
However, the inmate’s consent is not
required.

(2) Staff may not conduct a digital or
simple instrument search if it is likely
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