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to result in physical injury to the in-
mate.

[45 FR 75134, Nov. 13, 1980, as amended at 48
FR 48970, Oct. 21, 1983; 56 FR 21036, May 6,
1991; 72 FR 37631, July 11, 2007]

§552.12 Close observation.

When there is reasonable belief that
an inmate has ingested contraband or
concealed contraband in a body cavity
and the methods of search specified in
§5562.11 are inappropriate or likely to
result in physical injury to the inmate,
the Warden or designee may authorize
the placement of an inmate in a room
or cell for the purpose of staff’s closely
observing that inmate until the inmate
has voided the contraband or until suf-
ficient time has elapsed to preclude the
possibility that the inmate is con-
cealing contraband.

(a) The length of close observation
status will be determined on an indi-
vidual basis. Ordinarily, the Captain,
in consultation with qualified health
personnel, shall determine when termi-
nation is appropriate. The status of an
inmate under close observation for as
long as three days must be reviewed by
the Segregation Review Official ac-
cording to the provisions in §541.22(c)
of this chapter, and the initial SRO re-
view conducted within three work days
shall be a formal hearing. Maintaining
an inmate under close observation be-
yond seven days requires approval of
the Warden, who makes this decision in
consultation with the Captain and
qualified health personnel.

(b) The supervising staff member
shall be the same sex as the inmate and
shall maintain complete and constant
visual supervision of the inmate.

(c) The supervisor responsible for ini-
tiating the close observation watch
shall advise the inmate of the condi-
tions and of what is expected.

(1) The inmate shall be required to
provide a urine sample within two
hours of placement under close obser-
vation in accordance with the provi-
sions of §550.30 of this chapter on urine
surveillance. A second urine sample is
required prior to releasing the inmate
from close observation.

(2) The light will be kept on at all
times.

§552.13

(3) No inmate under close observation
status may be allowed to come into
contact with another inmate.

(4) The inmate ordinarily may not be
allowed personal property while under
close observation status, except legal
and personal mail and a reasonable
amount of legal materials when re-
quested. Personal hygiene items will be
controlled by staff.

(5) When the inmate is lying on a bed,
the inmate shall be required to lie on
top of the mattress in full view, weath-
er and room temperature permitting.
When necessary for the inmate to use
cover, hands must remain visible at all
times so that staff can observe any at-
tempt to move contraband.

(6) Due to security concerns, the in-
mate ordinarily may not be permitted
recreation outside of the cell.

(7) The inmate is to be served the
same meals as those served to the gen-
eral population, unless medically con-
traindicated.

(8) No medications may be given to
the inmate except for those prescribed
and given by hospital personnel. No
laxatives may be given except natural
laxatives, i.e., coffee, prune juice, etc.

(9) When the inmate needs to urinate
and/or defecate, the inmate will be fur-
nished an empty hospital bed pan.

(10) When the inmate requests to
shave, to brush teeth, or other such re-
quest, a wash pan and container of
water is to be provided for use in the
cell.

(11) Institution staff shall be avail-
able to the inmate upon request, with-
in reason and within the bounds of se-
curity concerns.

[56 FR 21036, May 6, 1991]

§552.13 X-ray, major instrument, fluo-
roscope, or surgical intrusion.

(a) The institution physician may au-
thorize use of a fluoroscope, major in-
strument (including anoscope or vag-
inal speculum), or surgical intrusion
for medical reasons only, with the in-
mate’s consent.

(b) The institution physician may au-
thorize use of an X-ray for medical rea-
sons and only with the consent of the
inmate. When there exists no reason-
able alternative, and an X-ray exam-
ination is determined necessary for the
security, good order, or discipline of
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§552.14

the institution, the Warden, upon ap-
proval of the Regional Director, may
authorize the institution physician to
order a non-repetitive X-ray examina-
tion for the purpose of determining if
contraband is concealed in or on the in-
mate (for example: in a cast or body
cavity). The X-ray examination may
not be performed if it is determined by
the institution physician that it is
likely to result in serious or lasting
medical injury or harm to the inmate.
Staff shall place documentation of the
examination and the reasons for the
examination in the inmate’s central
file and medical file.

(1) The Warden and Regional Director
or persons officially acting in that ca-
pacity may not redelegate the author-
ity to approve an X-ray examination
for the purpose of determining if
contrabrand is present. An Acting War-
den or Acting Regional Director may,
however, perform this function.

(2) Staff shall solicit the inmate’s
consent prior to the X-ray examina-
tion. However, the inmate’s consent is
not required.

(c) The Warden may direct X-rays of
inanimate objects where the inmate is
not exposed.

[45 FR 75134, Nov. 13, 1980, as amended at 48
FR 48970, Oct. 21, 1983. Redesignated and
amended at 56 FR 20136, 20137, May 6, 1991]

§552.14 Search of inmate housing and
work areas.

(a) Staff may search an inmate’s
housing and work area, and personal
items contained within those areas,
without notice to or prior approval
from the inmate and without the in-
mate’s presence.

(b) Staff conducting the search shall
leave the housing or work area as near-
ly as practicable in its original order.

[45 FR 75134, Nov. 13, 1980. Redesignated at 56
FR 21036, May 6, 1991]

Subpart C—Use of Force and Ap-
plication of Restraints on In-
mates

SOURCE: 54 FR 21394, May 17, 1989, unless
otherwise noted.
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§552.20 Purpose and scope.

The Bureau of Prisons authorizes
staff to use force only as a last alter-
native after all other reasonable efforts
to resolve a situation have failed. When
authorized, staff must use only that
amount of force necessary to gain con-
trol of the inmate, to protect and en-
sure the safety of inmates, staff, and
others, to prevent serious property
damage and to ensure institution secu-
rity and good order. Staff are author-
ized to apply physical restraints nec-
essary to gain control of an inmate
who appears to be dangerous because
the inmate:

(a) Assaults another individual;

(b) Destroys government property;

(c) Attempts suicide;

(d) Inflicts injury upon self; or

(e) Becomes violent or displays signs
of imminent violence.

This rule on application of restraints
does not restrict the use of restraints
in situations requiring precautionary
restraints, particularly in the move-
ment or transfer of inmates (e.g., the
use of handcuffs in moving inmates to
and from a cell in detention, escorting
an inmate to a Special Housing Unit
pending investigation, etc.).

[69 FR 30469, June 13, 1994, as amended at 61
FR 39800, July 30, 1996]

§552.21 Types of force.

(a) Immediate use of force. Staff may
immediately use force and/or apply re-
straints when the behavior described in
§5562.20 constitutes an immediate, seri-
ous threat to the inmate, staff, others,
property, or to institution security and
good order.

(b) Calculated use of force and/or appli-
cation of restraints. This occurs in situa-
tions where an inmate is in an area
that can be isolated (e.g., a locked cell,
a range) and where there is no imme-
diate, direct threat to the inmate or
others. When there is time for the cal-
culated use of force or application of
restraints, staff must first determine if
the situation can be resolved without
resorting to force (see §552.23).

(c) Use of Force Team Technique. If use
of force is determined to be necessary,
and other means of gaining control of
an inmate are deemed inappropriate or
ineffective, then the Use of Force Team
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