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§68.25 Subpoenas.

(a) An Administrative Law Judge,
upon his or her own initiative or upon
request of an individual or entity be-
fore a complaint is filed or by a party
once a complaint has been filed, may
issue subpoenas as authorized by stat-
ute, either prior to or subsequent to
the filing of a complaint. Such sub-
poena may require attendance and tes-
timony of witnesses and production of
things including, but not limited to,
papers, books, documents, records, cor-
respondence, or tangible things in their
possession and under their control and
access to such things for the purposes
of examination and copying. A sub-
poena may be served by overnight cou-
rier service or overnight mail, certified
mail, or by any person who is not less
than 18 years of age. A witness, other
than a witness subpoenaed on behalf of
the Federal Government, may not be
required to attend a deposition or hear-
ing unless the mileage and witness fee
applicable to witnesses in courts of the
United States for each date of attend-
ance is paid in advance of the date of
the proceeding. Mileage and witness
fees need not be paid to a witness at
the time of service of the subpoena if
the witness is subpoenaed by the Fed-
eral Government.

(b) The subpoena shall identify the
person or things subpoenaed, the per-
son to whom it is returnable and the
place, date, and time at which it is re-
turnable; or the subpoena shall identify
the nature of the evidence to be exam-
ined and copied, and the date and time
when access is requested. Where a non-
party is subpoenaed, the requestor of
the subpoena must give notice to all
parties, or if no complaint has been
filed, then notice shall be given to indi-
viduals or entities who have been
charged with an unfair immigration-re-
lated employment practice under sec-
tion 274B of the INA, the individual ini-
tiating the alleged unfair immigration-
related employment practice, and the
Office of Special Counsel. For purposes
of this subsection, the receipt of the
subpoena or a copy of the subpoena
shall serve as the notice.

(c) Any person served with a sub-
poena issued by an Administrative Law
Judge who intends not to comply with
it shall, within ten (10) days after the
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date of service of the subpoena upon
such person or within such other time
the Administrative Law Judge deems
appropriate, petition the Administra-
tive Law Judge to revoke or modify the
subpoena. A copy of the petition shall
be served on all parties. If a complaint
has not been filed in the matter, a copy
of the petition shall be served on the
individual or entity that requested the
subpoena. The petition shall separately
identify each portion of the subpoena
with which the petitioner does not in-
tend to comply and shall state, with re-
spect to each such portion, the grounds
upon which the petitioner relies. A
copy of the subpoena shall be attached
to the petition. Within eight (8) days
after receipt of the petition, the indi-
vidual or entity that applied for the
subpoena may respond to such petition,
and the Administrative Law Judge
shall then make a final determination
upon the petition. The Administrative
Law Judge shall cause a copy of the
final determination of the petition to
be served upon all parties, or, if a com-
plaint has not been filed, upon the indi-
viduals or entities requesting and re-
sponding to the subpoena.

(d) A party shall have standing to
challenge a subpoena issued to a non-
party if the party can claim a personal
right or privilege in the discovery
sought.

(e) Failure to comply. Upon the fail-
ure of any person to comply with an
order to testify or a subpoena issued
under this section, the Administrative
Law Judge may, where authorized by
law, apply through appropriate counsel
to the appropriate district court of the
United States for an order requiring
compliance with the order or subpoena.

[Order No. 15634-91, 56 FR 50055, Oct. 3, 1991, as
amended by Order No. 1635-92, 57 FR 57672,
Dec. 7, 1992]

§68.26 Designation of Administrative
Law Judge.

Hearings shall be held before an Ad-
ministrative Law Judge appointed
under 5 U.S.C. 3105 and assigned to the
Department of Justice. The presiding
judge in any case shall be designated
by the Chief Administrative Hearing
Officer. The Chief Administrative
Hearing Officer may reassign a case
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previously assigned to an Administra-
tive Law Judge to promote administra-
tive efficiency. In unfair immigration-
related employment practice cases,
only Administrative Law Judges spe-
cially designated by the Attorney Gen-
eral as having special training respect-
ing employment discrimination may be
chosen by the Chief Administrative
Hearing Officer to preside.

[64 FR 48596, Nov. 24, 1989. Redesignated by
Order No. 15634-91, 56 FR 50053, Oct. 3, 1991, as
amended by Order No. 1635-92, 57 FR 57672,
Dec. 7, 1992]

§68.27 Continuances.

(a) When granted. Continuances shall
only be granted in cases where the re-
quester has a prior judicial commit-
ment or can demonstrate undue hard-
ship, or a showing of other good cause.

(b) Time limit for requesting. Except for
good cause arising thereafter, requests
for continuances must be filed not
later than fourteen (14) days prior to
the date of the scheduled proceeding.

(c) How filed. Motions for continu-
ances shall be in writing, unless made
during the prehearing conference or
the hearing. Copies shall be served on
all parties. Any motions for continu-
ances filed fewer than fourteen (14)
days before the date of the scheduled
proceeding shall, in addition to the
written request, be telephonically com-
municated to the Administrative Law
Judge or a member of the Judge’s staff
and to all other parties.

(d) Ruling. Time permitting, the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge shall enter a
written order in advance of the sched-
uled proceeding date that either grants
or denies the request. Otherwise, the
ruling shall be made orally by tele-
phonic communication to the party re-
questing the continuance, who shall be
responsible for telephonically notifying
all other parties. Oral orders shall be
confirmed in writing by the Adminis-
trative Law Judge.

[Order No. 2203-99, 64 FR 7077, Feb. 12, 1999]

§68.28 Authority of Administrative

Law Judge.

(a) General powers. In any proceeding
under this part, the Administrative
Law Judge shall have all appropriate
powers necessary to conduct fair and
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impartial hearings, including, but not
limited to, the following:

(1) Conduct formal hearings in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act and of this
part;

(2) Administer oaths and examine
witnesses;

(3) Compel the production of docu-
ments and appearance of witnesses in
control of the parties;

(4) Compel the appearance of wit-
nesses by the issuance of subpoenas as
authorized by law;

(5) Issue decisions and orders;

(6) Take any action authorized by the
Administrative Procedure Act;

(7) Exercise, for the purpose of the
hearing and in regulating the conduct
of the proceeding, such powers vested
in the Attorney General as are nec-
essary and appropriate therefore; and

(8) Take other appropriate measures
necessary to enable him or her to dis-
charge the duties of the office.

(b) Enforcement. If any person in pro-
ceedings before an Administrative Law
Judge disobeys or resists any lawful
order or process, or misbehaves during
a hearing or so near the place thereof
as to obstruct the same, or neglects to
produce, after having been ordered to
do so, any pertinent book, paper, or
document, or refuses to appear after
having been subpoenaed, or upon ap-
pearing refuses to take the oath as a
witness, or after having taken the oath
refuses to be examined according to
law, the Administrative Law Judge re-
sponsible for the adjudication may,
where authorized by statute or law,
apply through appropriate counsel to
the Federal District Court having ju-
risdiction in the place in which he/she
is sitting to request appropriate rem-
edies.

[64 FR 48596, Nov. 24, 1989. Redesignated and
amended by Order No. 1534-91, 56 FR 50053,
50065, Oct. 3, 1991; Order No. 1635-92, 57 FR
57672, Dec. 7, 1992]

§68.29 Unavailability of Administra-
tive Law Judge.

In the event the Administrative Law
Judge designated to conduct the hear-
ing becomes unavailable, the Chief Ad-
ministrative Hearing Officer may des-
ignate another Administrative Law
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