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of any scheduled stops in their jurisdic-
tion. For the purposes of this part, a
scheduled stop is defined as a predeter-
mined stop at a State, local, or private
correctional facility for the purpose of
loading or unloading prisoners or using
such facilities for overnight, meal, or
restroom breaks. Scheduled stops do
not include routine fuel stops or emer-
gency stops.

§97.19 Immediate notification of local
law enforcement in the event of an
escape.

Private prisoner transport companies
must be sufficiently equipped to pro-
vide immediate notification to law en-
forcement in the event of a prisoner es-
cape. Law enforcement officials must
receive notification no later than 15
minutes after an escape is detected un-
less the company can demonstrate that
extenuating circumstances neces-
sitated a longer delay. In the event of
the escape of a violent prisoner, a pri-
vate prisoner transport company must:

(a) Ensure the safety and security of
the remaining prisoners;

(b) Provide notification within 15
minutes to the appropriate State and
local law enforcement officials;

(c) Provide notification as soon as
practicable to the governmental entity
or the privately run incarceration fa-
cility that contracted with the trans-
port company; and

(d) Provide complete descriptions of
the escapee and the circumstances sur-
rounding the escape to State and local
law enforcement officials if needed.

§97.20 Standards to ensure the safety
of violent prisoners during trans-
port.

Companies covered under this section
must comply with applicable State and
federal laws that govern the safety of
violent prisoners during transport. In
addition, companies covered under this
section are to ensure that:

(a) Protective measures are in place
to ensure that all vehicles are safe and
well-maintained;

(b) Vehicles are equipped with effi-
cient communications systems that are
capable of immediately notifying State
and local law enforcement officials in
the event of a prisoner escape;
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(c) Policies, practices, and procedures
are in effect to ensure the health and
physical safety of the prisoners during
transport, including a first-aid kit and
employees who are qualified to dis-
pense medications and administer CPR
and emergency first-aid;

(d) Policies, practices, and proce-
dures are in effect to prohibit the mis-
treatment of prisoners, including pro-
hibitions against covering a prisoner’s
mouth with tape, the use of excessive
force, and sexual misconduct;

(e) Policies, practices, and procedures
are in effect to ensure that juvenile
prisoners are separated from adult pris-
oners during transportation, where
practicable;

(f) Policies, practices, and procedures
are in effect to ensure that female pris-
oners are separated from male pris-

oners during transportation, where
practicable;
(g) Policies, practices, and proce-

dures are in effect to ensure that fe-
male guards are on duty to supervise
the transportation of female violent
prisoners, where practicable;

(h) Staff are well trained in the han-
dling and restraint of prisoners, includ-
ing the proper use of firearms and
other restraint devices, and have re-
ceived specialized training in the area
of sexual harassment; and

(i) Private transport companies are
responsible for taking reasonable
measures to insure the well being of
the prisoners in their custody includ-
ing, but not limited to, necessary stops
for restroom use and meals, proper
heating and ventilation of the trans-
port vehicle, climate-appropriate uni-
forms, and prohibitions on the use of
tobacco, in any form, in the transport
vehicle.

§97.22 No pre-emption of federal,
State, or local laws or regulations.

The regulations in this part imple-
ment the Act and do not pre-empt any
applicable federal, State, or local law
that may impose additional obligations
on private prisoner transport compa-
nies or otherwise regulate the trans-
portation of violent prisoners. All fed-
eral laws and regulations governing
interstate commerce will continue to
apply to private prisoner transport
companies including, but not limited
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