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blocked accounts in its branches or of-
fices is authorized, provided that no 
transfer is made from an account with-
in the United States to an account held 
outside the United States, and further 
provided that a transfer from a blocked 
account may only be made to another 
blocked account held in the same 
name. 

NOTE TO § 541.504: Refer to § 501.603 of this 
chapter for mandatory reporting require-
ments regarding financial transfers. See also 
§ 541.203 concerning the obligation to hold 
blocked funds in interest-bearing accounts. 

§ 541.505 Entries in certain accounts 
for normal service charges author-
ized. 

(a) A U.S. financial institution is au-
thorized to debit any blocked account 
held at that financial institution in 
payment or reimbursement for normal 
service charges owed it by the owner of 
that blocked account. 

(b) As used in this section, the term 
normal service charge shall include 
charges in payment or reimbursement 
for interest due; cable, telegraph, inter-
net, or telephone charges; postage 
costs; custody fees; small adjustment 
charges to correct bookkeeping errors; 
and, but not by way of limitation, min-
imum balance charges, notary and pro-
test fees, and charges for reference 
books, photocopies, credit reports, 
transcripts of statements, registered 
mail, insurance, stationery and sup-
plies, and other similar items. 

§ 541.506 Investment and reinvestment 
of certain funds. 

Subject to the requirements of 
§ 541.203, U.S. financial institutions are 
authorized to invest and reinvest as-
sets blocked pursuant to § 541.201, sub-
ject to the following conditions: 

(a) The assets representing such in-
vestments and reinvestments are cred-
ited to a blocked account or sub-
account which is held in the same 
name at the same U.S. financial insti-
tution, or within the possession or con-
trol of a U.S. person, but funds shall 
not be transferred outside the United 
States for this purpose; 

(b) The proceeds of such investments 
and reinvestments shall not be credited 
to a blocked account or subaccount 
under any name or designation that 

differs from the name or designation of 
the specific blocked account or sub-
account in which such funds or securi-
ties were held; and 

(c) No immediate financial or eco-
nomic benefit accrues (e.g., through 
pledging or other use) to persons whose 
property or interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to § 541.201(a). 

§ 541.507 Provision of certain legal 
services authorized. 

(a) The provision of the following 
legal services to or on behalf of persons 
whose property or interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to § 541.201(a) is 
authorized, provided that all receipts 
of payment of professional fees and re-
imbursement of incurred expenses 
must be specifically licensed: 

(1) Provision of legal advice and 
counseling on the requirements of and 
compliance with the laws of any juris-
diction within the United States, pro-
vided that such advice and counseling 
are not provided to facilitate trans-
actions in violation of this part; 

(2) Representation of persons when 
named as defendants in or otherwise 
made parties to domestic U.S. legal, ar-
bitration, or administrative pro-
ceedings; 

(3) Initiation and conduct of domestic 
U.S. legal, arbitration, or administra-
tive proceedings in defense of property 
interests subject to U.S. jurisdiction; 

(4) Representation of persons before 
any federal or state agency with re-
spect to the imposition, administra-
tion, or enforcement of U.S. sanctions 
against such persons; and 

(5) Provision of legal services in any 
other context in which prevailing U.S. 
law requires access to legal counsel at 
public expense. 

(b) The provision of any other legal 
services to persons whose property or 
interests in property are blocked pur-
suant to § 541.201(a), not otherwise au-
thorized in this part, requires the 
issuance of a specific license. 

(c) Entry into a settlement agree-
ment affecting property or interests in 
property or the enforcement of any 
lien, judgment, arbitral award, decree, 
or other order through execution, gar-
nishment, or other judicial process pur-
porting to transfer or otherwise alter 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:35 Jul 30, 2008 Jkt 214122 PO 00000 Frm 00265 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\214122.XXX 214122rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 C

F
R



256 

31 CFR Ch. V (7–1–08 Edition) § 541.508 

or affect property or interests in prop-
erty blocked pursuant to § 541.201(a) is 
prohibited except to the extent other-
wise provided by law or unless specifi-
cally licensed in accordance with 
§ 541.202(e). 

§ 541.508 Authorization of emergency 
medical services. 

The provision of nonscheduled emer-
gency medical services in the United 
States to persons whose property or in-
terests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to § 541.201(a) is authorized, pro-
vided that all receipt of payment for 
such services must be specifically li-
censed. 

Subpart F—Reports 

§ 541.601 Records and reports. 

For provisions relating to required 
records and reports, see part 501, sub-
part C, of this chapter. Recordkeeping 
and reporting requirements imposed by 
part 501 of this chapter with respect to 
the prohibitions contained in this part 
are considered requirements arising 
pursuant to this part. 

Subpart G—Penalties 

§ 541.701 Penalties. 

(a) Attention is directed to section 
206 of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (50 
U.S.C. 1705), which is applicable to vio-
lations of the provisions of any license, 
ruling, regulation, order, direction, or 
instruction issued by or pursuant to 
the direction or authorization of the 
Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to 
this part or otherwise under the Act. 

(1) A civil penalty not to exceed the 
amount set forth in Section 206 of the 
Act may be imposed on any person who 
violates, attempts to violate, conspires 
to violate, or causes a violation of any 
license, order, regulation, or prohibi-
tion issued under the Act. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a)(1) OF § 541.701: As of 
June 10, 2008, the Act provides for a max-
imum civil penalty not to exceed the greater 
of $250,000 or an amount that is twice the 
amount of the transaction that is the basis 
of the violation with respect to which the 
penalty is imposed. 

(2) A person who willfully commits, 
willfully attempts to commit, or will-
fully conspires to commit, or aids or 
abets in the commission of a violation 
of any license, order, regulation, or 
prohibition shall, upon conviction, be 
fined not more than $1,000,000, or if a 
natural person, may be imprisoned for 
not more than 20 years, or both. 

(b) Adjustments to penalty amounts. (1) 
The civil penalties provided in the Act 
are subject to adjustment pursuant to 
the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation 
Adjustment Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101–410, 
as amended, 28 U.S.C. 2461 note). 

(2) The criminal penalties provided in 
the Act are subject to adjustment pur-
suant to 18 U.S.C. 3571. 

(c) Attention is also directed to 18 
U.S.C. 1001, which provides that who-
ever, in any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the executive, legislative, or ju-
dicial branch of the Government of the 
United States, knowingly and willfully 
falsifies, conceals, or covers up by any 
trick, scheme, or device, a material 
fact, or makes any materially false, 
fictitious, or fraudulent statement or 
representation, or makes or uses any 
false writing or document knowing the 
same to contain any materially false, 
fictitious, or fraudulent statement or 
entry shall be fined under title 18, 
United States Code, or imprisoned not 
more than five years, or both. 

(d) Violations of this part may also 
be subject to relevant provisions of 
other applicable laws. 

[69 FR 45248, July 29, 2004, as amended at 71 
FR 29253, May 22, 2006; 73 FR 32653, June 10, 
2008] 

§ 541.702 Prepenalty notice. 
(a) When required. If the Director of 

the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
has reason to believe that there has oc-
curred a violation of any provision of 
this part or a violation of the provi-
sions of any license, ruling, regulation, 
order, direction, or instruction issued 
by or pursuant to the direction or au-
thorization of the Secretary of the 
Treasury pursuant to this part or oth-
erwise under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, and the 
Director determines that further pro-
ceedings are warranted, the Director 
shall notify the alleged violator of the 
agency’s intent to impose a monetary 
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