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in addition to the guidance in para-
graphs above:

(A) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why it
disagrees with the principles set forth
in the applicant’s issue (including prin-
ciples derived from cases cited by the
applicant).

(B) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why the
principles set forth in the applicant’s
issue (including principles derived from
cases cited by the applicant) are not
relevant to the applicant’s case.

(C) The NDRB may reject an appli-
cant’s position by explaining why the
applicant’s issue is not a matter upon
which the NDRB grants a change in
discharge as a matter of equity. When
the applicant indicates that the issue
is to be considered in conjunction with
other specified issues, the explanation
will address all such specified issues.

(D) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position on the grounds that
other specified factors in the case pre-
clude granting relief, regardless of
whether the NDRB agrees with the ap-
plicant’s position.

(E) If the applicant takes the posi-
tion that the discharge should be
changed as a matter of equity because
of an alleged error in a record associ-
ated with the discharge, and the record
has not been corrected by the organiza-
tion with primary responsibility for
corrective action, the NDRB may re-
spond that it will presume the validity
of the record in the absence of such
corrective action. However, the NDRB
will consider whether it should exercise
its equitable powers to change the dis-
charge on the basis of the alleged error.
If it declines to do so, it shall explain
why the applicant’s position did not
provide a sufficient basis for the
change in the discharge requested by
the applicant.

(iv) When NDRB concludes that ag-
gravating factors outweigh mitigating
factors, the NDRB must set forth rea-
sons such as the seriousness of the of-
fense, specific circumstances sur-
rounding the offense, number of of-
fenses, lack of mitigating cir-
cumstances, or similar factors. The
NDRB is not required however, to ex-
plain why it relied on any such factors
unless the applicability or weight of

§724.808

such a factor is expressly raised as an
issue by the applicant.

(v) If the applicant has not submitted
any issues and the NDRB has not oth-
erwise relied upon an issue of equity
for a change in discharge, the
decisional document shall contain a
statement to that effect, and shall note
that the major factors upon which the
discharge was based are set forth in the
service record portion of the decisional
document.

§724.807 Record of NDRB proceedings.

(a) When the proceedings in any re-
view have been concluded, a record
thereof will be prepared. Records may
include written records, electro-
magnetic records, audio and/or video-
tape recordings, or a combination.

(b) At a minimum, the record will in-
clude the following:

(1) The application for review;

(2) A record of the testimony in ei-
ther verbatim, summarized, or re-
corded form at the option of the NDRB;

(3) Documentary evidence or copies,
other than the military service record
considered by the NDRB;

(4) Briefs and arguments submitted
by or on behalf of the applicant;

(5) Advisory opinions considered by
the NDRB, if any:

(6) The findings, conclusions, and rea-
sons developed by the NDRB;

(7) Notification of the NDRB’s deci-
sion to the cognizant custodian of the
applicant’s records, or reference to the
notification document;

(8) A copy of the decisional docu-
ment.

§724.808 Issuance of decisions fol-
lowing discharge review.

The applicant and counsel or rep-
resentative, if any, shall be provided
with a copy of the decisional document
and of any further action in review.
Final notification of decisions shall be
issued to the applicant with a copy to
the counsel or representative, if any,
and to the service manager concerned.

(a) Notification to applicants, with
copies to counsel or representatives,
shall normally be made through the
U.S. Postal Service. Such notification
shall consist of a notification of deci-
sion, together with a copy of the
decisional document.
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