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§ 149.421 What is the requirement for a 
previously approved fire detection 
and alarm system on a deepwater 
port? 

An existing fire detection and alarm 
system on a deepwater port need not 
meet the requirements in this subpart 
until the system needs replacing, pro-
vided it is periodically tested and 
maintained in good operational condi-
tion. 

Subpart E—Aids to Navigation 
GENERAL 

§ 149.500 What does this subpart do? 
This subpart provides requirements 

for aids to navigation on deepwater 
ports. 

§ 149.505 What are the general require-
ments for aids to navigation? 

The following requirements apply to 
navigation aids under this subpart: 

(a) Section 66.01–5 of this chapter, on 
application to establish, maintain, dis-
continue, change, or transfer owner-
ship of an aid, except as under § 149.510; 

(b) Section 66.01–25(a) and (c) of this 
chapter, on discontinuing or removing 
an aid. For the purposes of § 66.01–25(a) 
and (c) of this chapter, navigation aids 
at a deepwater port are considered 
Class I aids under § 66.01–15 of this 
chapter; 

(c) Section 66.01–50 of this chapter, on 
protection of an aid from interference 
and obstruction; and 

(d) Section 66.01–55 of this chapter, on 
transfer of ownership of an aid. 

§ 149.510 How do I get permission to 
establish an aid to navigation? 

(a) To establish a navigation aid on a 
deepwater port, the licensee must sub-
mit an application under § 66.01–5 of 
this chapter, except that the applica-
tion must be sent to the Commandant 
(G–P). 

(b) At least 180 days before the instal-
lation of any structure at the site of a 
deepwater port, the licensee must sub-
mit an application for obstruction 
lights and other private navigation 
aids for the particular construction 
site. 

(c) At least 180 days before beginning 
cargo transfer operations or changing 

the mooring facilities at the deepwater 
port, the licensee must submit an ap-
plication for private aids to navigation. 

LIGHTS 

§ 149.520 What kind of lights are re-
quired? 

All deepwater ports must meet the 
general requirements for obstruction 
lights in part 67 of this chapter. 

LIGHTS ON PLATFORMS 

§ 149.535 What are the requirements 
for rotating beacons on platforms? 

In addition to obstruction lights, the 
tallest platform of a deepwater port 
must have a lit rotating beacon that 
distinguishes the deepwater port from 
other surrounding offshore structures. 
The beacon must: 

(a) Have an effective intensity of at 
least 15,000 candela; 

(b) Flash at least once every 20 sec-
onds; 

(c) Provide a white light signal; 
(d) Operate in wind speeds of up to 

100 knots at a rotation rate that is 
within 6 percent of the operating speed 
displayed on the beacon; 

(e) Have one or more leveling indica-
tors permanently attached to the light, 
each with an accuracy of ±0.25 ° or bet-
ter; and 

(f) Be located: 
(1) At least 60 feet (about 18.3 meters) 

above mean high water; 
(2) Where the structure of the plat-

form, or equipment mounted on the 
platform, does not obstruct the light in 
any direction; and 

(3) So that it is visible all around the 
horizon. 

LIGHTS ON SINGLE POINT MOORINGS 

§ 149.540 What are the requirements 
for obstruction lights on a single 
point mooring? 

(a) The lights for a single point moor-
ing must meet the requirements for ob-
struction lights in part 67 of this chap-
ter, except that the lights must be lo-
cated at least 10 feet (3 meters) above 
mean high water. 

(b) A submerged turret loading (STL) 
deepwater port is not required to meet 
the requirements for obstruction 
lights, provided it maintains at least a 
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five-foot (1.5 meters) clearance beneath 
the net under keel clearance at the 
mean low water condition for all ves-
sels transiting the area. 

(c) An STL deepwater port that uti-
lizes a marker buoy must be lighted in 
accordance with paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

LIGHTS ON FLOATING HOSE STRINGS 

§ 149.550 What are the requirements 
for lights on a floating hose string? 

Hose strings that are floating or sup-
ported on trestles must display the fol-
lowing lights at night and during peri-
ods of restricted visibility: 

(a) One row of yellow lights that 
must be: 

(1) Flashing 50 to 70 times per 
minute; 

(2) Visible all around the horizon; 
(3) Visible for at least 2 miles (3.7 

km) on a clear, dark night; 
(4) Not less than 1 or more than 3.5 

meters (3 to 11.5 feet) above the water; 
(5) Approximately equally spaced; 
(6) Not more than 10 meters (32.8 feet) 

apart where the hose string crosses a 
navigable channel; and 

(7) Where the hose string does not 
cross a navigable channel, there must 
be a sufficient number to clearly show 
the hose string’s length and course. 

(b) Two red lights at each end of the 
hose string, including the ends in a 
channel where the hose string is sepa-
rated to allow vessels to pass, whether 
open or closed. The lights must be: 

(1) Visible all around the horizon; 
(2) Visible for at least 2 miles (3.7 

km) on a clear, dark night; and 
(3) One meter (3 feet) apart in a 

vertical line with the lower light at the 
same height above the water as the 
flashing yellow light. 

LIGHTS ON BUOYS USED TO DEFINE 
TRAFFIC LANES 

§ 149.560 How must buoys used to de-
fine traffic lanes be marked and 
lighted? 

(a) Each buoy that is used to define 
the lateral boundaries of a traffic lane 
at a deepwater port must meet § 62.25 of 
this chapter. 

(b) The buoy must have an omni-di-
rectional light located at least 8 feet 
above the water. 

(c) The buoy light must be located so 
that the structure of the buoy, or any 
other device mounted on the buoy, does 
not obstruct the light in any direction. 

§ 149.565 What are the required char-
acteristics and intensity of lights on 
buoys used to define traffic lanes? 

(a) The buoy’s light color that de-
fines the lateral boundaries of a traffic 
lane must comply with the buoy color 
schemes in § 62.25 of this chapter. 

(b) The buoy light may be fixed or 
flashing. If it is flashing, it must flash 
at intervals of not more than 6 seconds. 

(c) Buoy lights must have an effec-
tive intensity of at least 25 candela. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

§ 149.570 How is a platform, single 
point mooring, or submerged turret 
loading identified? 

(a) Each platform, single point moor-
ing, or submerged turret loading (STL) 
that protrudes above the water or is 
marked by a buoy must display the 
name of the deepwater port and the 
name or number identifying the struc-
ture, so that the information is visible: 

(1) From the water at all angles of 
approach to the structure; and 

(2) From aircraft on approach to the 
structure if the structure is equipped 
with a helicopter pad. 

(b) The information required in para-
graph (a) of this section must be dis-
played in numbers and letters that are: 

(1) At least 12 inches high; 
(2) In vertical block style; and 
(3) Displayed against a contrasting 

background. 
(c) If an STL protrudes from the 

water, it must be properly illuminated 
in accordance with § 149.540. 

§ 149.575 How must objects protruding 
from the water, other than plat-
forms and single point moorings, be 
marked? 

(a) Each object protruding from the 
water that is within 100 yards of a plat-
form or single point mooring (SPM) 
must be marked with white reflective 
tape. 

(b) Each object protruding from the 
water that is more than 100 yards from 
a platform or SPM must meet the ob-
struction lighting requirements in this 
subpart for a platform. 
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