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RNA, the master of each vessel shall
ensure that the vessel is in compliance
with 33 CFR part 164.

(3) The master shall ensure that the
chief engineer has certified that the
following additional operating condi-
tions will be satisfied so long as the
vessel is under way within the RNA:

(i) The main propulsion plant is in all
respects ready for operations including
the main-propulsion air-start systems,
fuel systems, lubricating systems, cool-
ing systems, and automation systems;

(ii) Cooling, lubricating, and fuel-oil
systems are at proper operating tem-
peratures;

(iii) Main propulsion machinery is
available to immediately respond to
the full range of maneuvering com-
mands any load-limiting programs or
automatic acceleration-limiting pro-
grams that would limit the speed of re-
sponse to engine orders beyond that
needed to prevent immediate damage
to the propulsion machinery are capa-
ble of being overridden immediately.

(iv) Main-propulsion standby systems
are ready to be immediately placed in
service.

(g) Movement of vessels in the vicinity
of Eighty-One Mile Point, Geary LA mm
167.5-187.9 LMR. (1) Prior to proceeding
upriver past MM 167.5, LMR, Sunshine
Bridge, vessels shall contact Vessel
Traffic Center (VTC) New Orleans on
VHF Channel 63A to check-in. Vessels
must provide name, destination, con-
firm proper operation of their auto-
mated identification system (AIS) if
required under 33 CFR 164.46 and, if ap-
plicable, size of tow and number of
loaded and empty barges. At MM 173.7,
LMR, Bringier Point Light, ascending
vessels shall contact VTC New Orleans
and provide a follow-on position check.
At both check-in and follow-on posi-
tion check, VTC New Orleans will ad-
vise the vessel on traffic approaching
Eighty-One Mile Point.

(2) Prior to proceeding downriver
past MM 187.9, LMR, COS-MAR Lights,
vessels shall contact Vessel Traffic
Center (VTC) New Orleans on VHF
Channel 63A to check-in. Vessels must
provide name, destination, confirm
proper operation of their automated
identification system (AIS) if required
under 33 CFR 164.46 and, if applicable,
size of tow and number of loaded and
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empty barges. At MM 183.9 LMR, Wy-
andotte Chemical Dock Lights, de-
scending vessels shall contact VTC
New Orleans and provide a follow-on
position check. At both check-in and
follow-on position check VTC New Or-
leans will advise the vessel on traffic
approaching Eighty-One Mile Point.

(3) All vessels getting underway be-
tween miles 167.5 and 187.9 must check-
in with VTC New Orleans on VHF
Channel 63A immediately prior to get-
ting underway and must comply with
the respective ascending and descend-
ing check-in and follow-on points listed
in paragraphs (g)(1) and (g)(2) above.

(4) Fleet vessels must check-in with
VTC New Orleans if they leave their re-
spective fleet or if they move into the
main channel. Fleet vessels are not re-
quired to check-in if they are operating
exclusively within their fleet.

(Sec. 104, Pub. L. 92-340, 86 Stat. 424 (33
U.S.C. 1224); sec. 2, Pub. L. 95474, 92 Stat.
1471 (33 U.S.C. 1223); 49 CFR 1.46(n)(4))

[CGD 175-082, 42 FR 51759, Sept. 29, 1977, as
amended by CGD 78-080, 44 FR 47933, Aug. 16,
1979; CGD 86-049, 51 FR 27840, Aug. 4, 1986. Re-
designated by CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36324, July
15, 1994; CGD 95-033, 60 FR 28333, May 31, 1995;
CCGDO08-97-020, 62 FR 58653, Oct. 30, 1997; 64
FR 18813, Apr. 16, 1999; CGD08-07-007, 72 FR
41625, July 31, 2007]

§165.811 Atchafalaya River, Berwick
Bay, LA-regulated navigation area.

(a) The following is a regulated navi-
gation area: the waters of the
Atchafalaya River in Berwick Bay
bounded on the northside from 2,000
yards north of the U.S. 90 Highway
Bridge and on the southside from 4,000
yards south of the Southern Pacific
Railroad (SPRR) Bridge.

(b) Within the regulated navigation
area described in paragraph (a) of this
section, §161.40 of this chapter estab-
lishes a VTS Special Area for waters
within a 1000 yard radius of the SPRR
Bridge.

(c) When the Morgan City River
gauge reads 3.0 feet or above mean sea
level, in addition to the requirements
set forth in §161.13 of this chapter, the
requirements of paragraph (d) and (e)
of this section apply to a towing vessel
which will navigate:

(1) under the lift span of the SPRR
Bridge; or
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Coast Guard, DHS

(2) through the navigational opening
of the U.S. 90 Highway Bridge: or

(3) through the navigational opening
of the Highway 182 Bridge.

(d) Towing requirements. (1) Towing on
a hawser is not authorized, except that
one self-propelled vessel may tow one
other vessel without barges upbound;

(2) A towing vessel and barges must
be arranged in tandem, except that one
vessel may tow one other vessel along-
side;

(3) Length of tow must not exceed
1,180 feet; and

(4) Tows with a box end in the lead
must not exceed 400 feet in length.

NoOTE: The variation in the draft and the
beam of the barges in a multi-barge tow
should be minimized in order to avoid unnec-
essary strain on coupling wires.

(e) Horsepower Requirement. (1) The
following requirements apply to a tow-
ing vessel of 3,000 hp or less:

TABLE 165.811(e)—MINIMUM AVAILABLE
HORSEPOWER REQUIREMENT
[The greater value listed.]

Direction of tow

Daytime (sunrise
to sunset)

Nighttime (sunset
to sunrise)

Upbound

Downbound ..........

400hp or (Length
of tow—300ft) x

3.
600hp or (Length
of tow—200ft) x

600hp or (Length
of tow—200ft) x

3.
600hp or (Length
of tow) x 3.

3.

NOTE: A 5% variance from the available horsepower is
authorized.

(2) All tows carrying cargoes of par-
ticular hazard as defined in §160.203 of
this chapter must have available horse-
power of at least 600 hp or three times
the length of tow, whichever is greater.

(f) Notice of Requirements. Notice that
these rules are anticipated to be put
into effect, or are in effect, will be
given by:

(1) Marine information broadcasts;

(2) Notices to mariners;

(3) Vessel Traffic Center advisories or
upon vessel information request; and

[CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36334, July 15, 1994, as
amended by CGD 95-033, 60 FR 28333, May 31,
1995; CGD08-06-023, 72 FR 27741, May 17, 2007]

§165.812 Security Zones; Lower Mis-
sissippi River, Southwest Pass Sea
Buoy to Mile Marker 96.0, New Or-
leans, LA.

(a) Location. Within the Lower Mis-
sissippi River and Southwest Pass,
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moving security zones are established
around all cruise ships between the
Southwest Pass Entrance Lighted
Buoy “SW”, at approximate position
28°52'42” N, 89°25'64” W [NAD 83] and
Lower Mississippi River mile marker
96.0 in New Orleans, Louisiana. These
moving security zones encompass all
waters within 500 yards of a cruise ship.
These zones remain in effect during the
entire transit of the vessel and con-
tinue while the cruise ship is moored or
anchored.

(b) Regulations. (1) Entry of persons
and vessels into these zones is prohib-
ited unless authorized as follows.

(i) Vessels may enter within 500 yards
but not closer than 100 feet of a cruise
ship provided they operate at the min-
imum speed necessary to maintain a
safe course.

(ii) No person or vessel may enter
within 100 feet of a cruise ship unless
expressly authorized by the Coast
Guard Captain of the Port New Orleans
or his designated representative.

(iii) Moored vessels or vessels an-
chored in a designated anchorage area
are permitted to remain within 100 feet
of a cruise ship while it is in transit.

(2) Vessels requiring entry within 500
yards of a cruise ship that cannot slow
to the minimum speed necessary to
maintain a safe course must request
express permission to proceed from the
Captain of the Port New Orleans or his
designated representative.

(3) For the purpose of this rule the
term ‘‘cruise ship’’ is defined as a pas-
senger vessel over 100 gross tons, car-
rying more than 12 passengers for hire,
making a voyage lasting more than 24
hours, any part of which is on the high
seas, and for which passengers are em-
barked or disembarked in the United
States or its territories.

(4) The Captain of the Port New Orle-
ans will inform the public of the mov-
ing security zones around cruise ships
via Marine Safety Information Broad-
casts.

(5) To request permission as required
by these regulations contact ‘“‘New Or-
leans Traffic’”” via VHF Channels 13/67
or via phone at (504) 589-2780 or (504)
589-6261.

(6) All persons and vessels within the
moving security zones shall comply
with the instructions of the Captain of
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