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§ 300.311 Specific documentation for 
the eligibility determination. 

(a) For a child suspected of having a 
specific learning disability, the docu-
mentation of the determination of eli-
gibility, as required in § 300.306(a)(2), 
must contain a statement of— 

(1) Whether the child has a specific 
learning disability; 

(2) The basis for making the deter-
mination, including an assurance that 
the determination has been made in ac-
cordance with § 300.306(c)(1); 

(3) The relevant behavior, if any, 
noted during the observation of the 
child and the relationship of that be-
havior to the child’s academic func-
tioning; 

(4) The educationally relevant med-
ical findings, if any; 

(5) Whether— 
(i) The child does not achieve ade-

quately for the child’s age or to meet 
State-approved grade-level standards 
consistent with § 300.309(a)(1); and 

(ii)(A) The child does not make suffi-
cient progress to meet age or State-ap-
proved grade-level standards consistent 
with § 300.309(a)(2)(i); or 

(B) The child exhibits a pattern of 
strengths and weaknesses in perform-
ance, achievement, or both, relative to 
age, State-approved grade level stand-
ards or intellectual development con-
sistent with § 300.309(a)(2)(ii); 

(6) The determination of the group 
concerning the effects of a visual, hear-
ing, or motor disability; mental retar-
dation; emotional disturbance; cultural 
factors; environmental or economic 
disadvantage; or limited English pro-
ficiency on the child’s achievement 
level; and 

(7) If the child has participated in a 
process that assesses the child’s re-
sponse to scientific, research-based 
intervention— 

(i) The instructional strategies used 
and the student-centered data col-
lected; and 

(ii) The documentation that the 
child’s parents were notified about— 

(A) The State’s policies regarding the 
amount and nature of student perform-
ance data that would be collected and 
the general education services that 
would be provided; 

(B) Strategies for increasing the 
child’s rate of learning; and 

(C) The parents’ right to request an 
evaluation. 

(b) Each group member must certify 
in writing whether the report reflects 
the member’s conclusion. If it does not 
reflect the member’s conclusion, the 
group member must submit a separate 
statement presenting the member’s 
conclusions. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3; 1401(30); 
1414(b)(6)) 

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

§ 300.320 Definition of individualized 
education program. 

(a) General. As used in this part, the 
term individualized education program 
or IEP means a written statement for 
each child with a disability that is de-
veloped, reviewed, and revised in a 
meeting in accordance with §§ 300.320 
through 300.324, and that must in-
clude— 

(1) A statement of the child’s present 
levels of academic achievement and 
functional performance, including— 

(i) How the child’s disability affects 
the child’s involvement and progress in 
the general education curriculum (i.e., 
the same curriculum as for nondisabled 
children); or 

(ii) For preschool children, as appro-
priate, how the disability affects the 
child’s participation in appropriate ac-
tivities; 

(2)(i) A statement of measurable an-
nual goals, including academic and 
functional goals designed to— 

(A) Meet the child’s needs that result 
from the child’s disability to enable 
the child to be involved in and make 
progress in the general education cur-
riculum; and 

(B) Meet each of the child’s other 
educational needs that result from the 
child’s disability; 

(ii) For children with disabilities who 
take alternate assessments aligned to 
alternate achievement standards, a de-
scription of benchmarks or short-term 
objectives; 

(3) A description of— 
(i) How the child’s progress toward 

meeting the annual goals described in 
paragraph (2) of this section will be 
measured; and 

(ii) When periodic reports on the 
progress the child is making toward 
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