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(b) The provisions of Pub. L. 95-134,
permitting the consolidation of grants
to the outlying areas, do not apply to
funds provided under paragraph (a) of
this section.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1443(a))

[58 FR 40959, July 30, 1993, as amended at 63
FR 18295, Apr. 14, 1998]

Subpart D—Program and Service
Components of a Statewide
System of Early Intervention
Services

GENERAL

§303.300 State eligibility criteria and
procedures.

Each statewide system of early inter-
vention services must include the eligi-
bility criteria and procedures, con-
sistent with §303.16, that will be used
by the State in carrying out programs
under this part.

(a) The State shall define develop-
mental delay by—

(1) Describing, for each of the areas
listed in §303.16(a)(1), the procedures,
including the use of informed clinical
opinion, that will be used to measure a
child’s development; and

(2) Stating the levels of functioning
or other criteria that constitute a de-
velopmental delay in each of those
areas.

(b) The State shall describe the cri-
teria and procedures, including the use
of informed clinical opinion, that will
be used to determine the existence of a
condition that has a high probability of
resulting in developmental delay under
§303.16(a)(2).

(c) If the State elects to include in its
system children who are at risk under
§303.16(b), the State shall describe the
criteria and procedures, including the
use of informed clinical opinion, that
will be used to identify those children.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820-0550)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1432(5), 1435(a)(1))

NOTE: Under this section and §303.322(c)(2),
States are required to ensure that informed
clinical opinion is used in determining a
child’s eligibility under this part. Informed
clinical opinion is especially important if
there are no standardized measures, or if the
standardized procedures are not appropriate

§303.320

for a given age or developmental area. If a
given standardized procedure is considered to
be appropriate, a State’s criteria could in-
clude percentiles or percentages of levels of
functioning on standardized measures.

§303.301 Central directory.

(a) Each system must include a cen-
tral directory of information about—

(1) Public and private early interven-
tion services, resources, and experts
available in the State;

(2) Research and demonstration
projects being conducted in the State;
and

(3) Professional and other groups
that provide assistance to children eli-
gible under this part and their families.

(b) The information required in para-
graph (a) of this section must be in suf-
ficient detail to—

(1) Ensure that the general public
will be able to determine the nature
and scope of the services and assistance
available from each of the sources list-
ed in the directory; and

(2) Enable the parent of a child eligi-
ble under this part to contact, by tele-
phone or letter, any of the sources list-
ed in the directory.

(c) The central directory must be—

(1) Updated at least annually; and

(2) Accessible to the general public.

(d) To meet the requirements in para-
graph (c)(2) of this section, the lead
agency shall arrange for copies of the
directory to be available—

(1) In each geographic region of the
State, including rural areas; and

(2) In places and a manner that en-
sure accessibility by persons with dis-
abilities.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820-0550)
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(7))

NoOTE: Examples of appropriate groups that
provide assistance to eligible children and
their families include parent support groups
and advocate associations.

IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION

§303.320 Public awareness program.

Each system must include a public
awareness program that focuses on the
early identification of children who are
eligible to receive early intervention
services under this part and includes
the preparation and dissemination by
the lead agency to all primary referral
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