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resolve the dispute or assign responsi-
bility.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820-0550)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1436)

NOTE: In instances where an eligible child
must have both an IFSP and an individual-
ized service plan under another Federal pro-
gram, it may be possible to develop a single
consolidated document, provided that it (1)
contains all of the required information in
§303.344, and (2) is developed in accordance
with the requirements of this part.

§303.341 [Reserved]

§303.342 Procedures for IFSP develop-
ment, review, and evaluation.

(a) Meeting to develop initial IFSP—
timelines. For a child who has been
evaluated for the first time and deter-
mined to be eligible, a meeting to de-
velop the initial IFSP must be con-
ducted within the 45-day time period in
§303.321(e).

(b) Periodic review. (1) A review of the
IFSP for a child and the child’s family
must be conducted every six months,
or more frequently if conditions war-
rant, or if the family requests such a
review. The purpose of the periodic re-
view is to determine—

(i) The degree to which progress to-
ward achieving the outcomes is being
made; and

(ii) Whether modification or revision
of the outcomes or services is nec-
essary.

(2) The review may be carried out by
a meeting or by another means that is
acceptable to the parents and other
participants.

(¢) Annual meeting to evaluate the
IFSP. A meeting must be conducted on
at least an annual basis to evaluate the
IFSP for a child and the child’s family,
and, as appropriate, to revise its provi-
sions. The results of any current eval-
uations conducted under §303.322(c),
and other information available from
the ongoing assessment of the child
and family, must be used in deter-
mining what services are needed and
will be provided.

(d) Accessibility and convenience of
meetings. (1) IFSP meetings must be
conducted—

(i) In settings and at times that are
convenient to families; and

§303.343

(ii) In the native language of the
family or other mode of communica-
tion used by the family, unless it is
clearly not feasible to do so.

(2) Meeting arrangements must be
made with, and written notice provided
to, the family and other participants
early enough before the meeting date
to ensure that they will be able to at-
tend.

(e) Parental consent. The contents of
the IFSP must be fully explained to
the parents and informed written con-
sent from the parents must be obtained
prior to the provision of early interven-
tion services described in the plan. If
the parents do not provide consent
with respect to a particular early
intervention service or withdraw con-
sent after first providing it, that serv-
ice may not be provided. The early
intervention services to which parental
consent is obtained must be provided.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820-0550)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1436)

NoOTE: The requirement for the annual
evaluation incorporates the periodic review
process. Therefore, it is necessary to have
only one separate periodic review each year
(i.e., six months after the initial and subse-
quent annual IFSP meetings), unless condi-
tions warrant otherwise.

Because the needs of infants and toddlers
change so rapidly during the course of a
year, certain evaluation procedures may
need to be repeated before conducting the
periodic reviews and annual evaluation
meetings in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
section.

§303.343 Participants in IFSP meet-
ings and periodic reviews.

(a) Initial and annual IFSP meetings.
(1) Each initial meeting and each an-

nual meeting to evaluate the IFSP
must include the following partici-
pants:

(i) The parent or parents of the child.

(if) Other family members, as re-
quested by the parent, if feasible to do
Sso;

(iii) An advocate or person outside of
the family, if the parent requests that
the person participate.

(iv) The service coordinator who has
been working with the family since the
initial referral of the child for evalua-
tion, or who has been designated by the
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§303.344

public agency to be responsible for im-
plementation of the IFSP.

(v) A person or persons directly in-
volved in conducting the evaluations
and assessments in §303.322.

(vi) As appropriate, persons who will
be providing services to the child or
family.

(2) If a person listed in paragraph
(a)(1)(v) of this section is unable to at-
tend a meeting, arrangements must be
made for the person’s involvement
through other means, including—

(i) Participating in a telephone con-
ference call;

(ii) Having a knowledgeable author-
ized representative attend the meeting;
or

(iii) Making pertinent records avail-
able at the meeting.

(b) Periodic review. Each periodic re-
view must provide for the participation
of persons in paragraphs (a)(1)(i)
through (a)(1)(iv) of this section. If con-
ditions warrant, provisions must be
made for the participation of other rep-
resentatives identified in paragraph (a)
of this section.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1820-0550)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1436(b))

§303.344 Content of an IFSP.

(a) Information about the child’s status.
(1) The IFSP must include a statement
of the child’s present levels of physical
development (including vision, hearing,
and health status), cognitive develop-
ment, communication development, so-
cial or emotional development, and
adaptive development.

(2) The statement in paragraph (a)(1)
of this section must be based on profes-
sionally acceptable objective criteria.

(b) Family information. With the con-
currence of the family, the IFS must
include a statement of the family’s re-
sources, priorities, and concerns re-
lated to enhancing the development of
the child.

(c) Outcomes. The IFSP must include
a statement of the major outcomes ex-
pected to be achieved for the child and
family, and the criteria, procedures,
and timeliness used to determine—

(1) The degree to which progress to-
ward achieving the outcomes is being
made; and
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(2) Whether modifications or revi-
sions of the outcomes or services are
necessary.

(d) Early intervention services. (1) The
IFSP must include a statement of the
specific early intervention services
necessary to meet the unique needs of
the child and the family to achieve the
outcomes identified in paragraph (c) of
this section, including—

(i) The frequency, intensity,
method of delivering the services;

(ii) The natural environments, as de-
scribed in §303.12(b), and §303.18 in
which early intervention services will
be provided, and a justification of the
extent, if any, to which the services
will not be providied in a natural envi-
ronment;

(iii) The location of the services; and

(iv) The payment arrangements, if
any.

(2) As used in paragraph (d)(1)(i) of
this section—

(i) Frequency and intensity mean the
number of days or sessions that a serv-
ice will be provided, the length of time
the service is provided during each ses-
sion, and whether the service is pro-
vided on an individual or group basis;
and

(ii) Method means how a service is
provided.

(3) As used in paragraph (d)(1)(iii) of
this section, location means the actual
place or places where a service will be
provided.

(e) Other services. (1) To the extent
appropriate, the IFSP must include—

(i) Medical and other services that
the child needs, but that are not re-
quired under this part; and

(ii) The funding sources to be used in
paying for those services or the steps
that will be taken to secure those serv-
ices through public or private sources.

(2) The requirement in paragraph
(e)(1) of this section does not apply to
routine medical services (e.g., immuni-
zations and “‘well-baby’’ care), unless a
child needs those services and the serv-
ices are not otherwise available or
being provided.

(f) Dates; duration of services.
IFSP must include—

(1) The projected dates for initiation
of the services in paragraph (d)(1) of
this section as soon as possible after

and

The
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