§600.3

§600.3 [Reserved]

§600.4 Institution of higher education.

(a) An institution of higher education
is a public or private nonprofit edu-
cational institution that—

(1) Is in a State, or for purposes of
the Federal Pell Grant, Federal Sup-
plemental Educational Opportunity
Grant, Federal Work-Study, and Fed-
eral TRIO programs may also be lo-
cated in the Federated States of Micro-
nesia or the Marshall Islands;

(2) Admits as regular students only
persons who—

(i) Have a high school diploma;

(ii) Have the recognized equivalent of
a high school diploma; or

(iii) Are beyond the age of compul-
sory school attendance in the State in
which the institution is physically lo-
cated;

(3) Is legally authorized to provide an
educational program beyond secondary
education in the State in which the in-
stitution is physically located;

(4) Provides an educational
gram—

(i) For which it awards an associate,
baccalaureate, graduate, or profes-
sional degree;

(ii) That is at least a two-academic-
year program acceptable for full credit
toward a baccalaureate degree; or

(iii) That is at least a one-academic-
yvear training program that leads to a
certificate, degree, or other recognized
educational credential and prepares
students for gainful employment in a
recognized occupation; and

(5) Is—

(i) Accredited or preaccredited; or

(ii) Approved by a State agency listed
in the FEDERAL REGISTER in accord-
ance with 34 CFR part 603, if the insti-
tution is a public postsecondary voca-
tional educational institution that
seeks to participate only in Federal
student assistance programs.

(b) An institution is physically lo-
cated in a State if it has a campus or
other instructional site in that State.

(c) The Secretary does not recognize
the accreditation or preaccreditation
of an institution unless the institution
agrees to submit any dispute involving
the final denial, withdrawal, or termi-
nation of accreditation to initial arbi-

pro-

34 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-08 Edition)

tration before
legal action.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094, 1099b, and 1141(a))

[69 FR 22336, Apr. 29, 1994, as amended at 64
FR 58615, Oct. 29, 1999]

initiating any other

§600.5 Proprietary institution of high-
er education.

(a) A proprietary institution of high-
er education is an educational institu-
tion that—

(1) Is not a public or private non-
profit educational institution;

(2) Is in a State;

(3) Admits as regular students only
persons who—

(i) Have a high school diploma;

(ii) Have the recognized equivalent of
a high school diploma; or

(iii) Are beyond the age of compul-
sory school attendance in the State in
which the institution is physically lo-
cated;

(4) Is legally authorized to provide an
educational program beyond secondary
education in the State in which the in-
stitution is physically located;

(5) Provides an eligible program of
training, as defined in 34 CFR 668.8, to
prepare students for gainful employ-
ment in a recognized occupation;

(6) Is accredited;

(7) Has been in existence for at least
two years; and

(8) Has no more than 90 percent of its
revenues derived from title IV, HEA
program funds, as determined under
paragraph (d) of this section.

(b)(1) The Secretary considers an in-
stitution to have been in existence for
two years only if—

(i) The institution has been legally
authorized to provide, and has pro-
vided, a continuous educational pro-
gram to prepare students for gainful
employment in a recognized occupa-
tion during the 24 months preceding
the date of its eligibility application;
and

(ii) The educational program that the
institution provides on the date of its
eligibility application is substantially
the same in length and subject matter
as the program that the institution
provided during the 24 months pre-
ceding the date of its eligibility appli-
cation.

(2)(1) The Secretary considers an in-
stitution to have provided a continuous
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