§611.21

or more of the following statutory pri-
orities are likely to yield successful
and sustained results:

(a) Initiatives to reform State teach-
er licensure and certification require-
ments so that current and future
teachers possess strong teaching skills
and academic content knowledge in the
subject areas in which they will be cer-
tified or licensed to teach.

(b) Innovative reforms to hold higher
education institutions with teacher
preparation programs accountable for
preparing teachers who are highly com-
petent in the academic content areas
and have strong teaching skills.

(c) Innovative efforts to reduce the
shortage (including the high turnover)
of highly competent teachers in high-
poverty urban and rural areas.
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§611.21 What are the program’s selec-
tion criteria for pre-applications?

In evaluating the quality of pre-ap-
plications, the Secretary uses the fol-
lowing selection criteria.

(a) Project goals and objectives. (1) The
Secretary considers the goals and ob-
jectives of the project design.

(2) In determining the quality of the
project goals and objectives, the Sec-
retary considers the following factors:

(i) The extent to which the partner-
ship’s vision will produce significant
and sustainable improvements in
teacher education.

(ii) The needs the partnership will ad-
dress.

(iii) How the partnership and its ac-
tivities would be sustained once federal
support ends.

(b) Partnering commitment. (1) The
Secretary considers the partnering
commitment embodied in the project.

(2) In determining the quality of the
partnering commitment, the Secretary
considers the following factors:

(i) Evidence of how well the partner-
ship would be able to accomplish objec-
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tives working together that its indi-
vidual members could not accomplish
working separately.

(ii) The significance of the roles
given to each principal partner in im-
plementing project activities.

(¢) Quality and comprehensiveness of
key project components. (1) The Sec-
retary considers the quality and com-
prehensiveness of key project compo-
nents in the process of preparing new
teachers.

(2) In determining the quality and
comprehensiveness of key project com-
ponents in the process of preparing new
teachers, the Secretary considers the
extent to which—

(i) Specific activities are designed
and would be implemented to ensure
that students preparing to be teachers
are adequately prepared, including ac-
tivities designed to ensure that they
have improved content knowledge, are
able to use technology effectively to
promote instruction, and participate in
extensive, supervised clinical experi-
ences;

(ii) Specific activities are designed
and would be implemented to ensure
adequate support for those who have
completed the teacher preparation pro-
gram during their first years as teach-
ers; and

(iii) The project design reflects up-to-
date knowledge from research and ef-
fective practice.

(d) Specific project outcomes. (1) The
Secretary considers the specific out-
comes the project would produce in the
preparation of new teachers.

(2) In determining the specific out-
comes the project would produce in the
preparation of new teachers, the Sec-
retary considers the following factors:

(i) The extent to which important as-

pects of the partnership’s existing
teacher preparation system would
change.

(ii) The way in which the project
would demonstrate success using high-
quality performance measures.
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