§1010.6

(3) If an EIS is determined to be nec-
essary, the Trust shall initiate a public
scoping process in accordance with 40
CFR 1501.7. An EIS, if determined nec-
essary, must be completed and cir-
culated at the earliest point at which
meaningful analysis can be developed
for the proposed action or project and
prior to the Trust’s final approval of
the proposed action or project.

§1010.6 Determination of requirement
for EA or EIS.

In deciding whether to require the
preparation of an EA or an EIS, the
NEPA Compliance Coordinator will de-
termine whether the proposal is one
that:

(a) Normally does not require either
an EA or an EIS;

(b) Normally requires an EIS; or

(c) Normally requires an EA, but not
necessarily an EIS.

§1010.7 Actions that do not require an
EA or EIS.

(a) Categorical Exclusions. Pursuant to
40 CFR 1508.4, the Trust has determined
that the categories of action identified
in this paragraph have no significant
effect, either individually or cumula-
tively, on the human environment and
are therefore categorically excluded.
Such actions (whether approved by the
Trust or undertaken by the Trust di-
rectly or indirectly) do not require the
preparation of an EA or an EIS:

(1) Personnel actions and investiga-
tions and personal services contracts;

(2) Administrative actions and oper-
ations directly related to the operation
of the Trust (e.g., purchase of fur-
nishings, services, and equipment) pro-
vided such actions and operations are
consistent with applicable Executive
Orders;

(3) Internal organizational changes
and facility and office expansions, re-
ductions, and closings;

(4) Routine financial transactions, in-
cluding such things as salaries and ex-
penses, procurement, guarantees, fi-
nancial assistance, income transfers,
audits, fees, bonds and royalties;

(5) Management, formulation, alloca-
tion, transfer and reprogramming of
the Trust’s budget;

(6) Routine and continuing govern-
ment business, including such things as
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supervision, administration, oper-
ations, maintenance, and replacement
activities having limited context and
intensity (limited size and magnitude
or short-term effects);

(7) Preparation, issuance, and sub-
mittal of publications and routine re-
ports;

(8) Activities which are educational,
informational, or advisory (including
interpretive programs), or otherwise in
consultation with or providing tech-
nical assistance to other agencies, pub-
lic and private entities, visitors, indi-
viduals, or the general public;

(9) Legislative proposals of an admin-
istrative or technical nature, including
such things as changes in authoriza-
tions for appropriations or financing
authority, minor boundary changes
and land transactions; or having pri-
marily economic, social, individual or
institutional effects, as well as com-
ments and reports on legislative pro-
posals;

(10) Proposal, adoption, revision, and
termination of policies, directives, reg-
ulations, and guidelines:

(i) That are of an administrative, fi-
nancial, legal, technical, or procedural
nature, the environmental effects of
which are too broad, speculative, or
conjectural to lend themselves to envi-
ronmental analysis and the implemen-
tation of which will be subject to the
NEPA process either collectively or on
a case-by-case basis; or

(ii) Where such actions will not po-
tentially:

(A) Increase public use to the extent
of compromising the nature and char-
acter of the area or of causing signifi-
cant physical damage to it;

(B) Introduce non-compatible uses
that might compromise the nature and
characteristics of the area or cause sig-
nificant physical damage to it;

(C) Conflict with adjacent ownerships
or land uses; or

(D) Cause a significant nuisance to
adjacent owners or occupants;

(11) Preparation, approval, coordina-
tion, and implementation of plans, in-
cluding priorities, justifications, and
strategies, for research, monitoring,
inventorying, and information gath-
ering that is not or is only minimally
manipulative and causes no or only
minimal physical damage;

250



