National Archives and Records Administration

§1280.52 What are the rules for film-
ing, photographing, or videotaping
on NARA property for news pur-
poses?

The following conditions and restric-
tions apply to anyone that has been
granted permission to film, photo-
graph, or videotape for news purposes
under subpart B:

(a) NARA may limit or prohibit use
of artificial light in connection with
the filming, photographing, or
videotaping of documents for news pur-
poses. You may not use any supple-
mental lighting devices while filming,
photographing, or videotaping inside a
NARA facility in the Washington, DC,
area without the prior permission of
the NARA Public Affairs Officer. If the
Public Affairs Officer approves your
use of artificial lighting in the Exhi-
bition Hall, NARA will use facsimiles
in place of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. If NARA approves your use of
high intensity lighting, NARA will
cover or replace with facsimiles all
other exhibited documents that fall
within the boundaries of such illumina-
tion. You may not use any supple-
mental lighting devices at the Presi-
dential Libraries and the regional
records services facilities without per-
mission from a NARA representative at
that facility.

(b) On a case-by-case basis, the Pub-
lic Affairs Officer or other appropriate
NARA representative may grant you
permission to film, photograph, or vid-
eotape in stack areas containing un-
classified records.

(c) While filming, photographing, or
videotaping, you are liable for injuries
to people or property that result from
your activities on NARA property.

(d) At all times while on NARA prop-
erty, you must conduct your activities
in accordance with all applicable
NARA regulations contained in this
part.

(e) Your filming, photographing, or
videotaping activity may not impede
people who are entering or exiting any
NARA facility unless otherwise author-
ized by the facility’s director, or by the
NARA Public Affairs Officer for Wash-
ington, DC, area facilities.

(f) You must be accompanied by a
NARA staff member when filming,
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photographing, or videotaping the inte-
rior of any NARA facility.

(g) NARA will approve your request
to do press interviews of NARA per-
sonnel on NARA property only when
such employees are being interviewed
in connection with official business.
Interviews with NARA staff and re-
searchers may take place only in areas
designated by the NARA Public Affairs
Officer for Washington, DC, area facili-
ties, or by the appropriate NARA rep-
resentative at other NARA facilities.

(h) You may film and photograph
documents only in those areas which
the NARA Public Affairs Staff des-
ignates in the National Archives Build-
ing, the National Archives at College
Park, or the Washington National
Records Center or in those areas des-
ignated as appropriate by the staff liai-
son at other NARA facilities.

(i) We will limit your film and pho-
tography sessions to two hours.

(j) You may not state or imply that
NARA approves of or will sponsor:

(1) Your activities or views; or

(2) The uses to which you put images
depicting any NARA facility.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 73 FR 36794, June
30, 2008, §1280.52 was amended by revising the
third sentence of paragraph (a), effective
July 30, 2008. For the convenience of the
user, the revised text is set forth as follows:

§1280.52 What are the rules for filming,
photographing, or videotaping on NARA
property for news purposes?

* * * * *

(a) * * * If the Public Affairs Officer ap-
proves your use of artificial lighting in the
Rotunda, NARA will use facsimiles in place
of the Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution, and the Bill of Rights. * * *

* * * * *
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