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(c) Approval document. The respon-
sible official must record approval of a 
new plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision in a plan approval document, 
which must include: 

(1) The reasons for the approval of 
the plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision; 

(2) Concurrence by the appropriate 
station director with any part of the 
plan applicable to any experimental 
forest in the plan area, in accord with 
§ 219.2(b)(3); 

(3) A statement of how the plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision applies to 
approved projects and activities, in ac-
cord with § 219.8; 

(4) Science documentation, in accord 
with § 219.11; and 

(5) The effective date of the approval 
(§ 219.14(a)). 

If a plan approval document is, in 
whole or part, the culmination of an 
EA or EIS process, the plan approval 
document or pertinent part thereof, 
must be prepared in accord with Forest 
Service NEPA procedures. 

§ 219.8 Application of a new plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision. 

(a) Application of a new plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision to existing 
authorizations and approved projects or 
activities. (1) The responsible official 
must include in any document approv-
ing a plan amendment or revision a de-
scription of the effects of the plan, plan 
amendments, or plan revision on exist-
ing occupancy and use authorized by 
permits, contracts, or other instru-
ments carrying out approved projects 
and activities. If not expressly ex-
cepted, approved projects and activi-
ties must be consistent with applicable 
plan components, as provided in para-
graph (e) of this section. Approved 
projects and activities are those for 
which a responsible official has signed 
a decision document. 

(2) Any modifications of such per-
mits, contracts, or other instruments 
needed to make them consistent with 
applicable plan components as devel-
oped, amended, or revised are subject 
to valid existing rights. Such modifica-
tions should be made as soon as prac-
ticable following approval of a new 
plan, plan amendment, or plan revi-
sion. 

(b) Application of a new plan, plan 
amendment, or plan revision to authoriza-
tions and projects or activities subsequent 
to plan approval. Decisions approving 
projects and activities subsequent to 
approval of a plan, plan amendment, or 
plan revision must be consistent with 
the plan as provided in paragraph (e) of 
this section. 

(c) Application of a plan. Plan provi-
sions remain in effect until the effec-
tive date of a new plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision. 

(d) Effect of new information on 
projects or activities. Although new in-
formation will be considered in accord 
with agency NEPA procedures, nothing 
in this subpart requires automatic de-
ferral, suspension, or modification of 
approved decisions in light of new in-
formation. 

(e) Ensuring project or activity consist-
ency with plans. Projects and activities 
must be consistent with the applicable 
plan components. If an existing (para-
graph (a) of this section) or proposed 
(paragraph (b) of this section) use, 
project, or activity is not consistent 
with the applicable plan components, 
the responsible official may take one of 
the following steps, subject to valid ex-
isting rights: 

(1) Modify the project or activity to 
make it consistent with the applicable 
plan components; 

(2) Reject the proposal or terminate 
the project or activity, subject to valid 
existing rights; or 

(3) Amend the plan contempora-
neously with the approval of the 
project or activity so that it will be 
consistent with the plan as amended. 
The amendment may be limited to 
apply only to the project or activity. 

§ 219.9 Public participation, collabora-
tion, and notification. 

The responsible official must use a 
collaborative and participatory ap-
proach to land management planning, 
in accord with this subpart and con-
sistent with applicable laws, regula-
tions, and policies, by engaging the 
skills and interests of appropriate com-
binations of Forest Service staff, con-
sultants, contractors, other Federal 
agencies, federally recognized Indian 
Tribes, Alaska Native Corporations, 
State or local governments, or other 
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