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(3) Clinical training included in a
school course given in a physician’s of-
fice or a dentist’s office, also called
externship, will be recognized as part
of the institutional training if the
course is accredited by a nationally
recognized accrediting agency and
meets the other requirements of para-
graph (c)(1) of this section. If the
course is not so accredited such prac-
tical or on-the-job training or experi-
ence in a physician’s office may not be
included unless the program is ap-
proved as a cooperative course.

(4) Nonaccredited courses offered in
hospitals, clinics, laboratories, or med-
ical centers will be considered on-the-
job training when the courses meet the
requirements of §21.4262.

(d) Medical and dental assistants
courses for the Department of Veterans
Affairs. A course prescribed by the Sec-
retary for full-time physicians’ assist-
ants or for full-time expanded-function
auxiliaries (formerly referred to as
dentists’ assistants) may be approved
as institutional training, if the course
is conducted at Department of Vet-
erans Affairs facilities or in facilities
operated by hospitals, medical schools,
or medical installations pursuant to a
contract with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 7407)

(e) Professional training courses. (1)
Any non-medically related professional
internship program, such as a clinical
pastoral course, will be recognized as
an institutional course when it is ac-
credited as an institutional course by a
nationally recognized accrediting agen-
cy, and

(2) The approved facility for such a
course must be the institution or other
facility where the training is given.

(f) Other practical training courses. (1)
Other off-campus job experience in-
cluded in a school course, variously de-
scribed by schools as internship, resi-
dency, ©practicum, externship, et
cetera, may be included as a part of a
cooperative program when the course
meets the requirements of §21.4233(a).

(2) However, such off-campus courses
may be considered as resident institu-
tional training only if all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met. The course
is:
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(i) Accredited by a nationally recog-
nized accrediting agency or is offered
by a school that is accredited by one of
the regional accrediting associations;

(ii) A part of the approved -cur-
riculum of the school;

(iii) Directly supervised by the
school;

(iv) Measured in the same unit as
other courses;

(v) Required for graduation; and

(vi) Has a planned program of activi-
ties described in the school’s official
publication which is approved by the
State approving agency and which is
institutional in nature as distinguished
from training on-the-job. The descrip-
tion shall include at least:

(A) A unit subject description;

(B) A provision for an assigned in-
structor;

(C) A statement that the planned
program of activities is controlled by
the school, not by the officials of the
job establishment;

(D) A requirement that class attend-
ance on at least a weekly basis be regu-
larly scheduled to provide for inter-
action between instructor and student;

(E) A statement that appropriate as-
signments are required for completion
of the course;

(F) A grading system similar to the
system used for other resident subjects
offered by the school; and

(G) A schedule of time required for
the training which demonstrates that
the student shall spend at least as
much time in preparation and training
as is normally required by the school
for its other resident courses.

(g) Nonaccredited courses. Any non-
accredited internship program not
given in a school will be recognized as
other on-the-job training when it
meets the requirements of §21.4262 and
when the program is required for licen-
sure by the State in which it is offered.
(See §21.4275 for measurement.)

[41 FR 26683, June 29, 1976, as amended at 43
FR 25429, June 13, 1978; 49 FR 39545, Oct. 9,
1984; 54 FR 34984, Aug. 23, 1989; 61 FR 6783,
Feb. 22, 1996]

§21.4266 Approval of courses at a
branch campus or extension.
(a) Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to the terms used in this
section.
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(1) Administrative capability means the
ability to maintain all records and ac-
counts that §21.4209 requires.

(2) Certifying official means a rep-
resentative of an educational institu-
tion designated to provide VA with the
reports and certifications that
§§ 21.4203, 21.4204, 21.5810, 21.5812, 21.7152,
and 21.7652 require.

(3) Main campus means the location
where the primary teaching facilities
of an educational institution are lo-
cated. If an educational institution has
only one teaching location, that loca-
tion is its main campus. If it is unclear
which of the educational institution’s
teaching facilities is primary, the main
campus is the location of the primary
office of its Chief Executive Officer.

(4) Branch campus means a location of
an educational institution that—

(i) Is geographically apart from and
operationally independent of the main
campus of the educational institution;

(ii) Has its own faculty, administra-
tion and supervisory organization; and

(iii) Offers courses in education pro-
grams leading to a degree, certificate,
or other recognized education creden-
tial.

(5) Extension means a location of an
educational institution that is geo-
graphically apart from and is oper-
ationally dependent on the main cam-
pus or a branch campus of the edu-
cational institution.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3675, 3676, 3684)

(b) State approving agency jurisdiction.
(1) The State approving agency for the
State where a residence course is being
taught has jurisdiction over approval
of that course for VA education benefit
purposes.

(2) The fact that the location where
the educational institution is offering
the course may be temporary will not
serve to change jurisdictional author-
ity.

(3) The fact that the main campus of
the educational institution may be lo-
cated in another State from that in
which the course is being taught will
not serve to change jurisdictional au-
thority.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672)

(c) Approving a course offered by a
branch campus or an extension of an edu-
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cational institution. Before approving a
course or a program of education of-
fered at a branch campus or an exten-
sion of an educational institution, the
State approving agency must ensure
that—

(1) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, each location where
the course or program is offered has ad-
ministrative capability; and

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(f) of this section, each location where
the course or program is offered has a
certifying official on site.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672)

(d) Ezxceptions to the requirement that
administrative capability exist at each lo-
cation. (1) A State approving agency
may approve a course or program of-
fered by a branch campus that does not
have its own administrative capability
if—

(i) The main campus of the edu-
cational institution within the same
State maintains a centralized record-
keeping system that includes all
records and accounts that §21.4209 re-
quires for each student attending the
branch campus without administrative
capability. These records may be origi-
nals, certified copies, or in an elec-
tronically formatted record Kkeeping
system; and

(ii) The main campus can identify
the records of students at the branch
campus for which it maintains central-
ized records.

(2) The State approving agency may
approve a course or program offered by
an extension that does not have its own
administrative capability if—

(i) The extension and the main cam-
pus or branch campus it is dependent
on are located within the same State;

(ii) The main campus or branch cam-
pus the extension is dependent on has
administrative capability for the ex-
tension; and

(iii) The State approving agency
combines the approval of the course(s)
offered by the extension with the ap-
proval of the courses offered by the
main campus or branch campus the ex-
tension is dependent on.

(e) Combined approval. The State ap-
proving agency may combine the ap-
proval of courses offered by an exten-
sion of an educational institution with
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the approval of the main campus or the
branch campus that the extension is
dependent on, if the extension is within
the same State as the campus it is de-
pendent on. Combining the approval of
courses offered by an extension, with
the approval of courses offered by the
main campus or branch campus the ex-
tension is dependent on, does not ne-
gate the minimum period of operation
requirements in §21.4251 for courses
that do not lead to a standard college
degree offered by an extension of a pro-
prietary educational institution. The
State approving agency will list the ex-
tension and courses approved on the
notice of approval sent to the edu-
cational institution pursuant to
§21.4258 of this part.

(f) Exceptions to the requirement that
each location where the course or program
is offered must have a certifying official
on site. Exceptions to the requirement
in paragraph (c) of this section, that
each location with an approved course
or program of education must have a
certifying official on site, will be per-
mitted for—

(1) Extensions of an educational in-
stitution when the State approving
agency combines the approval of the
courses offered by the extension with a
branch campus or main campus. (See
paragraph (e) of this section.)

(2) Educational institutions with
more than one campus within the same
State if the main campus—

(i) Maintains a centralized record-
keeping system. (See paragraph (d)(1)
of this section.);

(ii) Has administrative capability for
the branch campus (or branch cam-
puses) within the same State; and

(iii) Centralizes its certifying official
function at the main campus.

(3) Educational institutions with
multi-state campuses when an edu-
cational institution wants to centralize
its certifying official function into one
or more locations if:

(i) The educational institution sub-
mits all required reports and certifi-
cations that §§21.4203, 21.4204, 21.5810,
21.5812, 21.7152, and 21.7652 require via
electronic submission through VA’s
Internet-based education certification
application;

(ii) The educational institution des-
ignates an employee, at each teaching
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location of the educational institution
that does not have a certifying official
present, to serve as a point-of-contact
for veterans, servicemembers, reserv-
ists, or other eligible persons; the cer-
tifying official(s); the State approving
agency of jurisdiction; and VA. The
designated employee must have access
(other than to transmit certifications)
to VA’s Internet-based education cer-
tification application to provide cer-
tification information to veterans,
servicemembers, reservists, or other el-
igible persons, State approving agency
representatives, and VA representa-
tives;

(iii) Each certifying official uses the
VA facility code for the location that
has administrative capability for the
teaching location where the student is
training when submitting required re-
ports and certifications to VA; and

(iv) Each certifying official has full
access to the administrative records
and accounts that §21.4209 requires for
each student attending the teaching lo-
cation(s) for which the certifying offi-
cial has been designated responsibility.
These records may be originals, cer-
tified copies, or in an electronically
formatted record keeping system.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3672)

(The Office of Management and Budget has
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number
2900-0073)

[72 FR 20427, Apr. 25, 2007]
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study.

(a) Overview. Except as provided in
§§21.4252(g), 21.7120(d), and 21.7622(f), VA
may not pay educational assistance for
a nonaccredited course which is offered
in whole or in part by independent
study. Hence, it is necessary to dif-
ferentiate independent study from
similar courses.

Approval of independent

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3014, 3523, 3672, 3676(e),
3680A(a))

(b) Definition of independent study. (1)
VA considers a course to be offered en-
tirely by independent study when—

(i) It consists of a prescribed program
of study with provision for interaction
between the student and the regularly
employed faculty of the institution of
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