§21.6072

(1) Training requirements for em-
ployment in the area in which the vet-
eran lives or will seek employment ex-
ceed those generally needed for em-
ployment;

(2) The veteran is preparing for a
type of work in which he or she will be
at a definite disadvantage in com-
peting with nondisabled persons for a
job or business, and the additional
training will offset the competitive dis-
advantage;

(3) The choice of a feasible occupa-
tion is limited and additional training
will enhance the veteran’s employ-
ability in one of the feasible occupa-
tions; or

(4) The number of employment oppor-
tunities within a feasible occupation is
restricted.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b)(2))

(e) Estimating the duration of the train-
ing period meeded. The counseling psy-
chologist, in estimating duration of the
training period needed, must determine
that:

(1) The proposed vocational training
program must be one which, when pur-
sued full-time by a nondisabled person,
would not normally require more than
24 calendar months of pursuit for suc-
cessful completion;

(2) The program of training and other
services needed by the veteran, based
upon VA’s evaluation, will not exceed
24 calendar months, if training is pur-
sued on a full-time basis, or 36 calendar
months if pursued on a less than full-
time basis. In making this determina-
tion the following criteria will be ap-
plied:

(i) The number of actual months and
days of the period during which the
veteran will pursue the training pro-
gram will be counted;

(ii) Days of authorized leave and
other periods during which the veteran
wlll not be pursuing training, such as
periods between terms will also be
counted;

(iii) The period of evaluation prior to
determination of reasonable feasibility
will be excluded but the actual number
of months and days needed to evaluate
and improve rehabilitation potential
during the training program will be in-
cluded;
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(iv) The time required, as determined
in months and days under paragraph
(e)(2)(i) through (iii) of this section,
will be the total period that would be
required for the veteran to accomplish
the vocational program under consider-
ation;

(v) If the total period the veteran re-
quires exceeds 24 calendar months,
when pursued on a full-time basis, and
an extension of the basic training pe-
riod may not be approved under
§21.6072 of this part, another suitable
vocational goal must be selected for
which training can be completed with-
in that period.

(3) If the veteran’s vocational train-
ing program would require more than
36 calendar months when pursued on a
less than full-time basis, the program
must be reevaluated to select a voca-
tional goal for which a suitable voca-
tional training program can be com-
pleted within that period.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b)(2))

(f) Effect of change in the vocational
goal on duration of training period. The
veteran’s vocational goal may be
changed during the program in accord-
ance with §21.94 (a) through (d) of this
part. The extent to which such changes
may be made is limited by the fol-
lowing considerations:

(1) A change of the vocational goal
from one field or occupational family
to another field or occupational family
may only be approved before the end of
the first 24 months of training, whether
training is pursued on a full-time or a
less than full-time basis; and

(2) A change from one occupational
objective to another within the same
field or occupational family shall not
be considered a change in the voca-
tional goal identified in the veteran’s
IWRP.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b)(2))

§21.6072 Extending the duration of a
vocational training program.

(a) Extension of the duration of a voca-
tional training program. An extension of
a vocational training program as for-
mulated in the IWRP may only be ap-
proved to enable the veteran to achieve
a vocational goal identified before the
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end of the first 24 calendar months of
the program.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b)(2))

(b) Mazximum number of months for
which a program for mew participants
may be approved. If a veteran had never
participated in this temporary program
of vocational training, the originally
planned period of training may be ex-
tended to a total period consisting of
the number of months necessary to at-
tain the vocational goal, but in no case
will a program be extended for:

(1) More than 24 calendar months be-
yond the originally planned period; or

(2) A period which, when added to the
originally planned period, totals more
than 48 months, as provided in
§21.6074(c) of this part.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b))

(c) Maximum number of months by
which a program may be extended for
prior participants in the temporary pro-
gram. (1) A veteran who has previously
participated in this program, but who
was not rehabilitated to the point of em-
ployability, may be provided additional
training under this program to com-
plete the prior vocational goal or a dif-
ferent vocational goal, subject to the
same provisions as apply to new par-
ticipants;

(2) If a finding of prior rehabilitation
to the point of employability is set aside
to enable a veteran to pursue a pro-
gram of on-job training or work experi-
ence, including the provision of em-
ployer incentives under §21.256 of this
part, the number of months for which
assistance may be authorized under
this program shall be established as
provided in §21.256 of this part to the
extent consistent with the rules of this
section;

(3) If the determination of rehabilita-
tion to the point of employability has
been set aside under §21.6284 (a) or (b)
of this part, additional training may be
provided subject to the same provisions
as apply to new participants.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b))

(d) Who may authorize an extension to
a vocational training program. (1) The
Vocational Rehabilitation Specialist
(VRS) may authorize an extension of

§21.6074

up to 3 calendar months of full-time or
up to 6 calendar months of less than
full-time training to the period of an
existing vocational training program,
if the VRS determines that the addi-
tional time is needed to successfully
complete training and the following
conditions are met:

(i) The veteran is in rehabilitation to
the point of employability status under
§21.190 of this part;

(ii) The veteran has completed more
than half of the prescribed training;

(iii) The veteran is making satisfac-
tory progress;

(iv) The extension is necessary to
complete training;

(v) Training can be completed with 3
months of full-time training or not
more than 6 calendar months of less
than full-time training; and

(vi) The extension plus the original
program period will not result in a pro-
gram of vocational training greater
than 36 total calendar months;

(2) The counseling psychologist may
approve any other extensions of the vo-
cational training program, except as
provided in paragraph (d)(3) of this sec-
tion, if it is determined that the addi-
tional time is needed and the condi-
tions for extension under paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section are met;

(3) The VR&C Officer must also con-
cur in an extension of the vocational
training program beyond 24 months
when paragraphs (a) through (c) of this
section are met.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1524(b)(2))

§21.6074 Computing the period of vo-
cational training program partici-
pation.

(a) Computing the participation period.
The number of months and days used
in a vocational training program shall
be computed on the basis of calendar
months and days during which the pro-
gram participant is receiving services
under the plan developed in accordance
with §21.6080 of this part, whether
training is pursued on a full-time or
less than full-time basis. Leaves of ab-
sence during a period of instruction
and periods in which the veteran does
not pursue actual training, such as
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