Environmental Protection Agency

§130.0 Program summary and pur-
pose.

(a) This subpart establishes policies
and program requirements for water
quality planning, management and im-
plementation under sections 106, 205(j),
non-construction management 205(g),
208, 303 and 305 of the Clean Water Act.
The Water Quality Management (WQM)
process described in the Act and in this
regulation provides the authority for a
consistent national approach for main-
taining, improving and protecting
water quality while allowing States to
implement the most effective indi-
vidual programs. The process is imple-
mented jointly by EPA, the States,
interstate agencies, and areawide, local
and regional planning organizations.
This regulation explains the require-
ments of the Act, describes the rela-
tionships between the several compo-
nents of the WQM process and outlines
the roles of the major participants in
the process. The components of the
WQM process are discussed below.

(b) Water quality standards (WQS)
are the State’s goals for individual
water bodies and provide the legal
basis for control decisions under the
Act. Water quality monitoring activi-
ties provide the chemical, physical and
biological data needed to determine
the present quality of a State’s waters
and to identify the sources of pollut-
ants in those waters. The primary as-
sessment of the quality of a State’s
water is contained in its biennial Re-
port to Congress required by section
305(b) of the Act.

(c) This report and other assessments
of water quality are used in the State’s
WQM plans to identify priority water
quality problems. These plans also con-
tain the results of the State’s analyses
and management decisions which are
necessary to control specific sources of
pollution. The plans recommend con-
trol measures and designated manage-
ment agencies (DMAs) to attain the
goals established in the State’s water
quality standards.

(d) These control measures are imple-
mented by issuing permits, building
publicly-owned treatment works
(POTWSs), instituting best management
practices for nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion and other means. After control
measures are in place, the State evalu-
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ates the extent of the resulting im-
provements in water quality, conducts
additional data gathering and planning
to determine needed modifications in
control measures and again institutes
control measures.

(e) This process is a dynamic one, in
which requirements and emphases vary
over time. At present, States have
completed WQM plans which are gen-
erally comprehensive in geographic
and programmatic scope. Technology
based controls are being implemented
for most point sources of pollution.
However, WQS have not been attained
in many water bodies and are threat-
ened in others.

(f) Present continuing planning re-
quirements serve to identify these crit-
ical water bodies, develop plans for
achieving higher levels of abatement
and specify additional control meas-
ures. Consequently, this regulation re-
flects a programmatic emphasis on
concentrating planning and abatement
activities on priority water quality
issues and geographic areas. EPA will
focus its grant funds on activities de-
signed to address these priorities. An-
nual work programs negotiated be-
tween EPA and State and interstate
agencies will reflect this emphasis.

§130.1 Applicability.

(a) This subpart applies to all State,
eligible Indian Tribe, interstate,
areawide and regional and local CWA
water quality planning and manage-
ment activities undertaken on or after
February 11, 1985 including all updates
and continuing certifications for ap-
proved Water Quality Management
(WQM) plans developed under sections
208 and 303 of the Act.

(b) Planning and management activi-
ties undertaken prior to February 11,
1985 are governed by the requirements
of the regulations in effect at the time
of the last grant award.

[60 FR 1779, Jan. 11, 1985, as amended at 54
FR 14359, Apr. 11, 1989; 59 FR 13817, Mar. 23,
1994]

§130.2 Definitions.

(a) The Act. The Clean Water Act, as
amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.

(b) Indian Tribe. Any Indian Tribe,
band, group, or community recognized
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by the Secretary of the Interior and ex-
ercising governmental authority over a
Federal Indian reservation.

(c) Pollution. The man-made or man-
induced alteration of the chemical,
physical, biological, and radiological
integrity of water.

(d) Water quality standards (W@S).
Provisions of State or Federal law
which consist of a designated use or
uses for the waters of the TUnited
States and water quality criteria for
such waters based upon such uses.
Water quality standards are to protect
the public health or welfare, enhance
the quality of water and serve the pur-
poses of the Act.

(e) Load or loading. An amount of
matter or thermal energy that is intro-
duced into a receiving water; to intro-
duce matter or thermal energy into a
receiving water. Loading may be either
man-caused (pollutant loading) or nat-
ural (natural background loading).

(f) Loading capacity. The greatest
amount of loading that a water can re-
ceive without violating water quality
standards.

(g) Load allocation (LA). The portion
of a receiving water’s loading capacity
that is attributed either to one of its
existing or future nonpoint sources of
pollution or to natural background
sources. Load allocations are best esti-
mates of the loading, which may range
from reasonably accurate estimates to
gross allotments, depending on the
availability of data and appropriate
techniques for predicting the loading.
Wherever possible, natural and
nonpoint source loads should be distin-
guished.

(h) Wasteload allocation (WLA). The
portion of a receiving water’s loading
capacity that is allocated to one of its
existing or future point sources of pol-
lution. WLAs constitute a type of
water quality-based effluent limita-
tion.

(1) Total maximum daily load (TMDL).
The sum of the individual WLAs for
point sources and LAs for nonpoint
sources and natural background. If a
receiving water has only one point
source discharger, the TMDL is the
sum of that point source WLA plus the
LAs for any nonpoint sources of pollu-
tion and natural background sources,
tributaries, or adjacent segments.
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TMDLs can be expressed in terms of ei-
ther mass per time, toxicity, or other
appropriate measure. If Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) or other
nonpoint source pollution controls
make more stringent load allocations
practicable, then wasteload allocations
can be made less stringent. Thus, the
TMDL process provides for nonpoint
source control tradeoffs.

(j) Water quality limited segment. Any
segment where it is known that water
quality does not meet applicable water
quality standards, and/or is not ex-
pected to meet applicable water qual-
ity standards, even after the applica-
tion of the technology-based effluent
limitations required by sections 301(b)
and 306 of the Act.

(k) Water quality management (WQM)
plan. A State or areawide waste treat-
ment management plan developed and
updated in accordance with the provi-
sions of sections 205(j), 208 and 303 of
the Act and this regulation.

(1) Areawide agency. An agency des-
ignated under section 208 of the Act,
which has responsibilities for WQM
planning within a specified area of a
State.

(m) Best Management Practice (BMP).
Methods, measures or practices se-
lected by an agency to meet its
nonpoint source control needs. BMPs
include but are not limited to struc-
tural and nonstructural controls and
operation and maintenance procedures.
BMPs can be applied before, during and
after pollution-producing activities to
reduce or eliminate the introduction of
pollutants into receiving waters.

(n) Designated management agency
(DMA). An agency identified by a WQM
plan and designated by the Governor to
implement specific control rec-
ommendations.

[60 FR 1779, Jan. 11, 1985, as amended at 54
FR 14359, Apr. 11, 1989]

§130.3 Water quality standards.

A water quality standard (WQS) de-
fines the water quality goals of a water
body, or portion thereof, by desig-
nating the use or uses to be made of
the water and by setting criteria nec-
essary to protect the uses. States and
EPA adopt WQS to protect public
health or welfare, enhance the quality
of water and serve the purposes of the
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