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Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, DOT § 192.707 

moderately rapid and continuous flow. 
If gas cannot be supplied in sufficient 
quantity to prevent the formation of a 
hazardous mixture of gas and air, a 
slug of inert gas must be released into 
the line before the gas. 

(b) When a pipeline is being purged of 
gas by use of air, the air must be re-
leased into one end of the line in a 
moderately rapid and continuous flow. 
If air cannot be supplied in sufficient 
quantity to prevent the formation of a 
hazardous mixture of gas and air, a 
slug of inert gas must be released into 
the line before the air. 

Subpart M—Maintenance 

§ 192.701 Scope. 

This subpart prescribes minimum re-
quirements for maintenance of pipeline 
facilities. 

§ 192.703 General. 

(a) No person may operate a segment 
of pipeline, unless it is maintained in 
accordance with this subpart. 

(b) Each segment of pipeline that be-
comes unsafe must be replaced, re-
paired, or removed from service. 

(c) Hazardous leaks must be repaired 
promptly. 

§ 192.705 Transmission lines: Patrol-
ling. 

(a) Each operator shall have a patrol 
program to observe surface conditions 
on and adjacent to the transmission 
line right-of-way for indications of 
leaks, construction activity, and other 
factors affecting safety and operation. 

(b) The frequency of patrols is deter-
mined by the size of the line, the oper-
ating pressures, the class location, ter-
rain, weather, and other relevant fac-
tors, but intervals between patrols may 
not be longer than prescribed in the 
following table: 

Maximum interval between patrols 

Class loca-
tion of line 

At highway and rail-
road crossings At all other places 

1, 2 ........... 71⁄2 months; but at 
least twice each cal-
endar year.

15 months; but at 
least once each cal-
endar year. 

3 ................ 41⁄2 months; but at 
least four times 
each calendar year.

71⁄2 months; but at 
least twice each cal-
endar year. 

Maximum interval between patrols 

Class loca-
tion of line 

At highway and rail-
road crossings At all other places 

4 ................ 41⁄2 months; but at 
least four times 
each calendar year.

41⁄2 months; but at 
least four times 
each calendar year. 

(c) Methods of patrolling include 
walking, driving, flying or other appro-
priate means of traversing the right-of- 
way. 

[Amdt. 192–21, 40 FR 20283, May 9, 1975, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 
21, 1982; Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28786, June 6, 
1996] 

§ 192.706 Transmission lines: Leakage 
surveys. 

Leakage surveys of a transmission 
line must be conducted at intervals not 
exceeding 15 months, but at least once 
each calendar year. However, in the 
case of a transmission line which 
transports gas in conformity with 
§ 192.625 without an odor or odorant, 
leakage surveys using leak detector 
equipment must be conducted— 

(a) In Class 3 locations, at intervals 
not exceeding 71⁄2 months, but at least 
twice each calendar year; and 

(b) In Class 4 locations, at intervals 
not exceeding 41⁄2 months, but at least 
four times each calendar year. 

[Amdt. 192–21, 40 FR 20283, May 9, 1975, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 
21, 1982; Amdt. 192–71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11, 
1994] 

§ 192.707 Line markers for mains and 
transmission lines. 

(a) Buried pipelines. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section, a 
line marker must be placed and main-
tained as close as practical over each 
buried main and transmission line: 

(1) At each crossing of a public road 
and railroad; and 

(2) Wherever necessary to identify 
the location of the transmission line or 
main to reduce the possibility of dam-
age or interference. 

(b) Exceptions for buried pipelines. Line 
markers are not required for the fol-
lowing pipelines: 

(1) Mains and transmission lines lo-
cated offshore, or at crossings of or 
under waterways and other bodies of 
water. 
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(2) Mains in Class 3 or Class 4 loca-
tions where a damage prevention pro-
gram is in effect under § 192.614. 

(3) Transmission lines in Class 3 or 4 
locations until March 20, 1996. 

(4) Transmission lines in Class 3 or 4 
locations where placement of a line 
marker is impractical. 

(c) Pipelines aboveground. Line mark-
ers must be placed and maintained 
along each section of a main and trans-
mission line that is located above-
ground in an area accessible to the 
public. 

(d) Marker warning. The following 
must be written legibly on a back-
ground of sharply contrasting color on 
each line marker: 

(1) The word ‘‘Warning,’’ ‘‘Caution,’’ 
or ‘‘Danger’’ followed by the words 
‘‘Gas (or name of gas transported) 
Pipeline’’ all of which, except for 
markers in heavily developed urban 
areas, must be in letters at least 1 inch 
(25 millimeters) high with 1⁄4 inch (6.4 
millimeters) stroke. 

(2) The name of the operator and the 
telephone number (including area code) 
where the operator can be reached at 
all times. 

[Amdt. 192–20, 40 FR 13505, Mar. 27, 1975; 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 39752, Sept. 16, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–20A, 41 FR 56808, Dec. 
30, 1976; Amdt. 192–44, 48 FR 25208, June 6, 
1983; Amdt. 192–73, 60 FR 14650, Mar. 20, 1995; 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37504, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.709 Transmission lines: Record 
keeping. 

Each operator shall maintain the fol-
lowing records for transmission lines 
for the periods specified: 

(a) The date, location, and descrip-
tion of each repair made to pipe (in-
cluding pipe-to-pipe connections) must 
be retained for as long as the pipe re-
mains in service. 

(b) The date, location, and descrip-
tion of each repair made to parts of the 
pipeline system other than pipe must 
be retained for at least 5 years. How-
ever, repairs generated by patrols, sur-
veys, inspections, or tests required by 
subparts L and M of this part must be 
retained in accordance with paragraph 
(c) of this section. 

(c) A record of each patrol, survey, 
inspection, and test required by sub-
parts L and M of this part must be re-

tained for at least 5 years or until the 
next patrol, survey, inspection, or test 
is completed, whichever is longer. 

[Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28786, June 6, 1996] 

§ 192.711 Transmission lines: General 
requirements for repair procedures. 

(a) Each operator shall take imme-
diate temporary measures to protect 
the public whenever: 

(1) A leak, imperfection, or damage 
that impairs its serviceability is found 
in a segment of steel transmission line 
operating at or above 40 percent of the 
SMYS; and 

(2) It is not feasible to make a perma-
nent repair at the time of discovery. 
As soon as feasible, the operator shall 
make permanent repairs. 

(b) Except as provided in 
§ 192.717(b)(3), no operator may use a 
welded patch as a means of repair. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27B, 45 FR 3272, Jan. 17, 1980; 
Amdt. 192–88, 64 FR 69665, Dec. 14, 1999] 

§ 192.713 Transmission lines: Perma-
nent field repair of imperfections 
and damages. 

(a) Each imperfection or damage that 
impairs the serviceability of pipe in a 
steel transmission line operating at or 
above 40 percent of SMYS must be— 

(1) Removed by cutting out and re-
placing a cylindrical piece of pipe; or 

(2) Repaired by a method that reli-
able engineering tests and analyses 
show can permanently restore the serv-
iceability of the pipe. 

(b) Operating pressure must be at a 
safe level during repair operations. 

[Amdt. 192–88, 64 FR 69665, Dec. 14, 1999] 

§ 192.715 Transmission lines: Perma-
nent field repair of welds. 

Each weld that is unacceptable under 
§ 192.241(c) must be repaired as follows: 

(a) If it is feasible to take the seg-
ment of transmission line out of serv-
ice, the weld must be repaired in ac-
cordance with the applicable require-
ments of § 192.245. 

(b) A weld may be repaired in accord-
ance with § 192.245 while the segment of 
transmission line is in service if: 

(1) The weld is not leaking; 
(2) The pressure in the segment is re-

duced so that it does not produce a 
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