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[44 FR 72147, Dec. 13, 1979] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER citations affecting § 571.213, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected in the Finding Aids section of this volume. 

§ 571.214 Standard No. 214; Side im-
pact protection. 

S1 Scope and purpose. 
(a) Scope. This standard specifies per-

formance requirements for protection 
of occupants in side impacts. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of this 
standard is to reduce the risk of seri-
ous and fatal injury to occupants of 
passenger cars, multipurpose passenger 
vehicles, trucks and buses in side im-
pacts by specifying strength require-
ments for side doors, limiting the 
forces, deflections and accelerations 
measured on anthropomorphic dum-
mies in test crashes, and by other 
means. 

S2 Applicability. This standard ap-
plies to passenger cars, and to multi-
purpose passenger vehicles, trucks and 
buses with a gross vehicle weight rat-
ing (GVWR) of 4,536 kilograms (kg) 
(10,000 pounds (lb)) or less, except for 
walk-in vans, or otherwise specified. 

S3 Definitions. 
Contoured means, with respect to a 

door, that the lower portion of its front 
or rear edge is curved upward, typi-
cally to conform to a wheel well. 

Double side doors means a pair of 
hinged doors with the lock and latch 
mechanisms located where the door 
lips overlap. 

Limited line manufacturer means a 
manufacturer that sells three or fewer 
carlines, as that term is defined in 49 
CFR 583.4, in the United States during 
a production year. 

Lowered floor means the replacement 
floor on a motor vehicle whose original 
floor has been removed, in part or in 
total, and replaced by a floor that is 
lower than the original floor. 

Modified roof means the replacement 
roof on a motor vehicle whose original 
roof has been removed, in part or in 
total. 

Raised roof is used as defined in para-
graph S4 of 49 CFR 571.216. 

Walk-in van means a special cargo/ 
mail delivery vehicle that has only one 
designated seating position. That des-
ignated seating position must be for-
ward facing and for use only by the 
driver. The vehicle usually has a thin 
and light sliding (or folding) side door 
for easy operation and a high roof 
clearance that a person of medium 
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