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§300.1 Scope and effective date, and
organization.

(a) Introduction. This part imple-
ments changes to the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(“FECA” or the ‘“‘Act”), enacted by
Title I of the Bipartisan Campaign Fi-
nance Reform Act of 2002 (‘“‘BCRA”).
Public Law 107-155. Unless expressly
stated to the contrary, nothing in this
part alters the definitions, restrictions,
liabilities, and obligations imposed by
sections 431 to 4565 of Title 2, United
States Code, or regulations prescribed
thereunder (11 CFR parts 100 to 116).

(b) Effective dates. (1) Except as other-
wise specifically provided in this part,
this part shall take effect on November
6, 2002. However, subpart B of this part
shall not apply with respect to runoff
elections, recounts, or election con-
tests resulting from elections held
prior to such date. See 11 CFR 300.12 for
transition rules applicable to subpart A
of this part.

(2) The increase in individual con-
tribution limits to State committees of
political parties, as described in 11 CFR
110.1(c)(5), shall apply to contributions
made on or after January 1, 2003.

(c) Organication of part. Part 300,
which generally addresses non-Federal
funds and closely related topics, is or-
ganized into five subparts. Each sub-
part is oriented to the perspective of a
category of persons facing issues re-
lated to non-Federal funds.

(1) Subpart A of this part prescribes
rules pertaining to national party com-
mittees, including general non-Federal
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funds prohibitions, fundraising, and do-
nation prohibitions with regard to cer-
tain tax-exempt organizations, transi-
tion rules as BCRA takes effect, and re-

porting.
(2) Subpart B of this part pertains to
State, district, and local political

party committees and organizations.
Subpart B of this part focuses on
“Levin Amendment’’ to BCRA; office
buildings; and fundraising and dona-
tion prohibitions with regard to cer-
tain tax-exempt organizations.

(3) Subpart C of this part addresses
non-Federal funds from the perspective
of tax-exempt organizations, setting
out rules about prohibited fundraising
for certain tax-exempt organizations
by national party committees, State,
district, and local party committees,
and Federal candidates and office-
holders.

(4) Subpart D of this part includes
regulations pertaining to soliciting
non-Federal funds from the perspective
of Federal candidates and officeholders
in Federal and non-Federal elections;
including exceptions for those who are
also State candidates and exemptions
for those attending, speaking, and ap-
pearing as featured guests at fund-
raising events, or who solicit for cer-
tain tax-exempt organizations.

(6) Subpart E of this part focuses on
State and local candidates, including
regulations about using Federal funds
for certain public communications, and
exceptions for entirely non-Federal
communications.

(6) For rules pertaining to convention
and host committees, see 11 CFR part
9008.

§300.2 Definitions.

(a) 501(c) organization that makes ex-
penditures or disbursements in connection
with a Federal election. A 501(c) organi-
zation that makes expenditures or dis-
bursements in connection with a Federal
election as that term is used in 11 CFR
300.11, 300.37, 300.50, and 300.51 includes
an organization that, within the cur-
rent election cycle, plans to:

(1) Make expenditures or disburse-
ments in connection with an election
for Federal office including for Federal
election activity; or

(2) Pay a debt incurred from the
making of expenditures or disburse-

§300.2

ments in connection with an election
for Federal office (including for Fed-
eral election activity) in a prior elec-
tion cycle.

(b) Agent. For the purposes of part 300
of chapter I, agent means any person
who has actual authority, either ex-
press or implied, to engage in any of
the following activities on behalf of the
specified persons:

(1) In the case of a national com-
mittee of a political party:

(i) To solicit, direct, or receive any
contribution, donation, or transfer of
funds; or,

(ii) To solicit any funds for, or make
or direct any donations to, an organi-
zation that is described in 26 U.S.C
501(c) and exempt from taxation under
26 U.S.C. 501(a) (or has submitted an
application for determination of tax
exempt status under 26 U.S.C. 501(a)),
or an organization described in 26
U.S.C. 527 (other than a political com-
mittee, a State, district, or local com-
mittee of a political party, or the au-
thorized campaign committee of a can-
didate for State or local office).

(2) In the case of a State, district, or
local committee of a political party:

(i) To expend or disburse any funds
for Federal election activity; or

(ii) To transfer, or accept a transfer
of, funds to make expenditures or dis-
bursements for Federal election activ-
ity; or

(iii) To engage in joint fundraising
activities with any person if any part
of the funds raised are used, in whole
or in part, to pay for Federal election
activity; or

(iv) To solicit any funds for, or make
or direct any donations to, an organi-
zation that is described in 26 U.S.C.
501(c) and exempt from taxation under
26 U.S.C. 501(a) (or has submitted an
application for determination of tax
exempt status under 26 U.S.C. 501(a)),
or an organization described in 26
U.S.C. 527 (other than a political com-
mittee, a State, district, or local com-
mittee of a political party, or the au-
thorized campaign committee of a can-
didate for State or local office).

(3) In the case of an individual who is
a Federal candidate or an individual
holding Federal office, to solicit, re-
ceive, direct, transfer, or spend funds
in connection with any election.
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